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Table of Contents 

Welcome to the VMA Legislative Wrap Up Report. This report is 
produced annually to detail the highlights of each Virginia legislative 
session from the VMA’s perspective. The Table of Contents is a quick 
reference to key sections of the report. 

 

2 Statistical Overview 

This is intended to give the reader a concise understanding of the legislative session from the 

“30,000 foot” point of view. This section details the mechanical and statistical elements of the 

legislative session such as how many bills were introduced and passed this session. 

 

3 VMA Priority Bills 

This is the proactive section of the report where details of each bill the VMA requested to be 

introduced, or a coalition or commission to which the VMA belongs, are found. These were 

the top priorities of the association during this General Assembly session. 

 

14 Select  Defensive  Bills 

This section identifies select bills that required significant VMA action in order to support, amend, 

neutralize, or stop from negatively impacting the manufacturing sector or VMA’s legislative 

agenda. 

 

31 Summary 

This is a brief narrative of the Virginia Legislative Session to provide members with understanding 

of the context and color of this year’s legislative session.  

 

34 Legislative Competitiveness Scorecard 

This section has replaced the budget analysis section that will now be published in a separate 

document.  This new section scores each legislator on select priority and defensive priority bills 

to give members a better understanding of each legislator’s actions on our issues.   

 

. 

 

      ?
Did you know the Virginia General Assembly is the oldest continuous 

law-making body in the New World? It was established on July 30, 1619.  A 
celebration is being planned for 2019 in Williamsburg. 
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This year 49% of the record-breaking 3,722 bills introduced in the 2018 regular session passed.  
This is an 11% lower pass rate than 2017.  It should also be noted that 2,959 bills were introduced 
in 2017; 3,286 in 2016; 2,776 in 2015; 2,888 in 2014; and 2,575 in 2013. Finally, due to a budget 
impasse this year, the Virginia General Assembly went into an additional Special Session for the 9th 
time in the last decade. 
 
Note:  If one removes resolutions from the bill list, there were 2,606 total bills introduced in 2018 
which is up 17% from 2017. 
 
The chart below is a historical view of VMA legislative session activity. 

 
 

Year 

 
Bills 

Managed 

 
Priority 

Bills* 

 
Legislative Bulletin 

& Alerts 

 
Government Affairs 

Council Meetings 

Frequency 

Staff Testified 

Before 

Committees 

2003 105 14 7 7 31 

2004 160 17 29 7 46 

2005 65 12 26 7 46 

2006 114 14 31 7 37 

2007 125 8 21 8 43 

2008 122 11 18 8 32 

2009 243 8 20 8 36 

2010 346 12 36 9 43 

2011 133 14 25 7 22 

2012 548 16 32 8 30 

2013 422 18 21 7 27 

2014 379 16 18 9 28 

2015 932 27 12 7 15 

2016 534 26 18 7 36 

2017 416 30 21 7 42 

2018 374 29 39 8 47 
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VMA has also categorized the bills managed during this session into 17 policy areas to highlight the 

issues that required the greatest attention: 

 

Legislation Category 2015 2016 2017 
2018 

Budget 1

0 

9 3 4 

Constitutional 5

8 

22 2

7 

9 

Economic Development 5

5 

34 2

5 

13 

Education/Workforce Training 3

1

5 

54 6

8 

41 

Employment/Workforce 5

3 

3 6 8 

Energy Regulation  1

1

2 

38 3

7 

82 

Environmental 1

8

5 

67 5

1 

60 

General Government 6 27 2

0 

25 

Health Insurance  4

6 

25 1

3 

25 

Labor-Management 1 35 2

3 

21 

Procurement 4

6 

23 1

4 

9 

Product Liability 0 6 5 4 

Professional/Occupational Licensing 2 1 1 5 

Taxation 1

9

4 

94 7

5 

38 

Transportation  5

3 

53 1

3 

12 

Unemployment  1

3 

5 1 4 

Workers Compensation  1

5 

19 1

1 

18 
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The VMA produced a 96% success rate with this year’s 28 priority bills. 

 

77% of the priority bills had Republican patrons and 23% had Democratic patrons. 

 
Priority bills represent legislation that was introduced on VMA’s behalf, or a coalition to which it belongs, and 
directly relate to VMA legislative priorities that have been developed by members, member committees and the 
Board of Directors. They are supported by the VMA’s Virginia Industrial Innovation Strategy and the VMA 2018 
Legislative Agenda.   
 
For a detailed review of VMA Priority Bills, go to  
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/advocacy/key-virginia-legislation/.   

 
Note:  The VMA and its affiliate organizations also work on industry-specific legislation in the policy areas 
of alcoholic beverage control, chemicals, firearms, pharmaceuticals, and tobacco.  Please contact VMA 
Member Services at thefuture@vamanufacturers.com for more information. 

 

 
 

 

Economic Development  
 
 
 
 

 
NA  

  

Energy  

 

Number:  VA [R] HB 508 - Updated (Text 04/12/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. M. Keith Hodges (REP-VA) 

Title:  Solar facilities; local regulation. 

Abstract:  Local regulation of solar facilities. Provides that a property owner may install a solar facility on the 
roof of a dwelling or other building to serve the electricity or thermal needs of that dwelling or 
building, provided that such installation is in compliance with any height and setback 
requirements in the zoning district where such property is located as well as any provisions 
pertaining to any local historic or architectural preservation district. Unless a local ordinance 
provides otherwise, a ground-mounted solar energy generation facility shall also be permitted, 
provided that such installation is in compliance with any height and setback requirements in the 
zoning district where such property is located as well as any provision pertaining to any local 
historic district.  

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0495) - 03/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Coalition bill from Rubin Solar Working Group.  VMA is a member. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 509 - Updated (Text, Status 04/11/2018) 

BILL KEY 

Win - passed the General Assembly Loss - failed the General Assembly Draw – carried over to study or 
incorporated into another bill 

http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/VA-Industrial-Innovation-Strategy_2014-242.pdf
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/VMA-2018-Legislative-Agenda.pdf
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/VMA-2018-Legislative-Agenda.pdf
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/advocacy/key-virginia-legislation/
mailto:thefuture@vamanufacturers.com
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f39e
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f39e&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Sponsor:  Del. M. Keith Hodges (REP-VA) 

Title:  Comprehensive plan; solar facilities. 

Abstract:  Comprehensive plan; solar facilities. Provides that a solar facility subject to provisions requiring 
the facility to be substantially in accord with a locality's comprehensive plan shall be deemed to 
be substantially in accord with the comprehensive plan if (i) such proposed solar facility is located 
in a zoning district that allows such solar facilities by right or (ii) such proposed solar facility is 
designed to serve the electricity or thermal needs of the property upon which such facility is 
located, or will be owned or operated by an eligible customer-generator or eligible agricultural 
customer-generator under § 56-594 or by a small agricultural generator under § 56-594.2.  

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0318) - 03/19/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Coalition bill from Rubin Solar Working Group.  VMA is a member. 
 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1228 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. 

Abstract:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. Requires the State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) to enter its final order on certain petitions filed by an investor-owned electric 
utility within three months after the date of the hearing of such petition. The measure applies to 
petitions seeking approval of a schedule or rider for a voluntary rate or rate design test or 
experiment. An existing exemption to the requirement that each public utility uniformly charge 
each of its customers using its service under like conditions allows a utility to implement special 
rates upon SCC approval of a petition for a voluntary rate or rate design test or experiment. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Coalition bill from Rubin Solar Working Group.  VMA is a member.  Bill 
incorporated into SB966. 

  

 

Environmental Regulation  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 211 - Updated (Text, Status 04/11/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Thomas Wright (REP-VA) 

Title:  Ground water withdrawal permit term; lengthening to 15 years, permit fee. 

Abstract:  Ground water withdrawal permit term; lengthening to 15 years; permit fee. Lengthens from 10 
years to 15 years the maximum term of a ground water withdrawal permit issued by the State 
Water Control Board. The bill also lengthens from 10 years to 15 years the maximum term of a 
ground water withdrawal special exception and directs the Board to raise the applicable permit 
fee from $6,000 to $9,000. The bill contains technical amendments. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0424) - 03/23/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Work product of the Eastern VA Groundwater Management Advisory 
Commission.  VMA served on the Commission.  This will protect the eastern Virginia aquifer and 
allow for infrastructure solutions to improve the aquifer.   

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f3a8
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f3a8&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c2191
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c2191&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a47328b17f
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a47328b17f&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Number:  VA [R] HB 772 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. S. Chris Jones (REP-VA) 

Title:  Ground water withdrawal permit term; lengthening to 15 years. 

Abstract:  Ground water withdrawal permit term; lengthening to 15 years. Lengthens from 10 years to 15 
years the maximum term of a ground water withdrawal permit issued by the State Water Control 
Board and lengthens the maximum term of a ground water withdrawal special exception from 10 
years to 15 years. The bill also directs the State Water Control Board to adopt a regulation 
effective January 1, 2019, raising from $6,000 to $9,000 the permit fee applicable to new or 
reissued individual ground water withdrawal permits. The bill contains technical amendments. 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Work product of the Eastern VA Groundwater Management Advisory 
Commission.  VMA served on the Commission.  This will protect the eastern Virginia aquifer and 
allow for infrastructure solutions to improve the aquifer. Bill incorporated into HB211. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 925 - Updated (Text 06/11/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Bulova (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Industrial & high-risk programs; locality to adopt, etc., runoff programs. 

Abstract:  Municipal separate storm sewer systems; industrial and high-risk programs. Authorizes any 
locality that owns or operates a permitted municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) to adopt 
and administer an industrial and high-risk runoff program. The bill authorizes any such locality to 
include in its industrial and high-risk program an industrial or commercial facility notwithstanding 
the fact that the facility is also subject to certain permits or the federal Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act. The bill limits the ability of the State Water Control Board (the 
Board), unless it is required to do so by federal law, to impose certain regulatory conditions on 
any locality that administers such a program... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0152) - 03/05/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This is a cooperative bill with VMWA.  The bill eliminates duplicative regulations 
on industrial permit holders in MS4 jurisdictions. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1374 - Updated (Status 02/08/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Charles Poindexter (REP-VA) 

Title:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria, ammonia. 

Abstract:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria; ammonia. Directs the State Water Control 
Board not to adopt certain U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) freshwater ammonia 
water quality criteria (the Criteria) until all other states in EPA Regions III and IV have done so, 
unless the EPA Administrator informs the Commonwealth in writing that such timing is unlawful 
under the federal Clean Water Act. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental Quality 
to (i) identify any other states that have adopted the Criteria as of July 1, 2018; (ii) identify those 
procedures for the implementation of the Criteria that will minimize the impact of such 
implementation on Virginia sewerage systems while complying with the Clean Water Act... 

Status:  House: Stricken from docket by Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources (22-Y 0-N) - 
02/07/2018 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b320392
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b320392&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b321503
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b321503&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a08a
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a08a&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a08a&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Cooperative bill with VMWA.  This bill gives Virginia more time to develop 
ammonia standards and learn from other early adopters before spending money on POTW 
upgrades.  Bill incorporated into HB1475. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1475 - Updated (Text 04/12/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Charles Poindexter (REP-VA) 

Title:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria. 

Abstract:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria. Directs the State Water Control Board (the 
Board) not to adopt certain U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) freshwater ammonia 
water quality criteria (the Criteria) unless the Board includes in such adoption a phased 
implementation program consistent with the federal Clean Water Act with certain funding and 
timing considerations. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental Quality to (i) identify 
any other states that have adopted the Criteria as of July 1, 2018; (ii) identify those procedures 
for the implementation of the Criteria that will minimize the impact of such implementation on 
Virginia sewerage systems while complying with the Clean Water Act; and (iii) report its findings 
to the Chairmen of the Senate ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0510) - 03/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. Cooperative bill with VMWA.  This bill gives Virginia more time to develop 
ammonia standards and learn from other early adopters before spending money on POTW 
upgrades. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1608 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Charles Poindexter (REP-VA) 

Title:  Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund; publicly owned treatment works, nutrient reduction. 

Abstract:  The Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund; publicly owned treatment works; nutrient 
reduction. Authorizes the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality (the Department) 
to issue grants from the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund for water quality 
improvements, including cost effective technologies to reduce loads of total phosphorus, total 
nitrogen, or nitrogen-containing ammonia, in order to meet certain requirements of ammonia-
related regulations that are more stringent than those adopted by the State Water Control Board 
(the Board). The bill also requires the Department to prepare a preliminary estimate of the 
amount and timing of Water Quality Improvement Grants required to fund projects to reduce 
loads of nitrogen-containing ammonia... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0609) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. Cooperative bill with VMWA.  This bill will provide for millions of dollars in 
funding for reducing nitrogen-containing ammonia at POTWs as well as empower public-private 
cooperation for lowest-cost upstream projects that are in the public interest. It’s part of the long-
term commitment to affordable water quality improvements. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 218 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Lynwood Lewis (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Recycling; clarifies definitions of beneficial use and recycling center, etc. 

Abstract:  Defines ""beneficial use,"" ""beneficiation facility,"" and ""recycling center"" and provides that a 
beneficiation facility or recycling center shall be considered a manufacturer for the purpose of any 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6190f18243
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6190f18243&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6c1d09312
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6c1d09312&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a4f1b8658b8
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state or local economic development incentive grant. The bill directs the Department of 
Environmental Quality (the Department) to encourage and support beneficial use; current law 
requires the Department to encourage and support litter control and recycling. The bill also 
directs the Department to provide to the General Assembly by November 1, 2019, an evaluation 
of Virginia's solid waste recycling rates and a set of recommendations for improving the reliability 
of the supply of recycled materials during the next 10 years in order to provide for beneficial use. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0615) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Recycle VA! coalition bill to codify beneficial use for industrial uses and treat 
beneficiation facilities and recycling centers as manufacturers for economic development 
purposes.  DEQ will conduct an assessment by 2019 that will identify how to improve recycling 
rates over the next 10 years. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 340 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Mark Peake (REP-VA) 

Title:  Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund; publicly owned treatment works, nutrient reduction. 

Abstract:  The Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund; publicly owned treatment works; nutrient 
reduction. Authorizes the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality (the Department) 
to issue grants from the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund for water quality 
improvements, including cost effective technologies to reduce loads of total phosphorus, total 
nitrogen, or nitrogen-containing ammonia, in order to meet certain requirements of ammonia-
related regulations that are more stringent than those adopted by the State Water Control Board 
(the Board). The bill also requires the Department to prepare a preliminary estimate of the 
amount and timing of Water Quality Improvement Grants required to fund projects to reduce 
loads of nitrogen-containing ammonia... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0610) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. Cooperative bill with VMWA.  This bill will provide for millions of dollars in 
funding for reducing nitrogen-containing ammonia in POTWs as well as empower public-private 
cooperation for lowest-cost upstream projects that are in the public interest. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 344 - Updated (Text 04/12/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Mark Peake (REP-VA) 

Title:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria. 

Abstract:  Sewerage systems; state adoption of federal criteria. Directs the State Water Control Board (the 
Board) not to adopt certain U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) freshwater ammonia 
water quality criteria (the Criteria) unless the Board includes in such adoption a phased 
implementation program consistent with the federal Clean Water Act with certain funding and 
timing considerations. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental Quality to (i) identify 
any other states that have adopted the Criteria as of July 1, 2018; (ii) identify those procedures 
for the implementation of the Criteria that will minimize the impact of such implementation on 
Virginia sewerage systems while complying with the Clean Water Act; and (iii) report its findings 
to the Chairmen of the Senate ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0511) - 03/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Cooperative effort with VMWA. This bill gives Virginia more time to develop 
ammonia standards and learn from other early adopters before spending money on POTW 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a4f1b8658b8&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c6705
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c6705&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c675d
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c675d&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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upgrades.  It’s part of the long-term commitment to affordable water quality improvements. 

  

 

General Government  

 
Number:  VA [R] HB 751 - Updated (Text 06/08/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. James Leftwich (REP-VA) 

Title:  Motorboats; means of propulsion, wakesurfing. 

Abstract:  Allows a motorboat that is propelled by a means that is below the water line and forward of either 
the transom or an integrated swim platform to be accompanied by a person in the water. Current 
law allows a motorboat to be accompanied by such a wakesurfer only if the motorboat is propelled 
by an inboard motor. This bill is identical to SB 984. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0117) - 03/02/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill supports the entrance of a new Virginia product into the market. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 984 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. John Cosgrove (REP-VA) 

Title:  Motorboats; means of propulsion, wakesurfing. 

Abstract:  Allows a motorboat that is propelled by a means that is below the water line and forward of either 
the transom or an integrated swim platform to be accompanied by a person in the water. Current 
law allows a motorboat to be accompanied by such a wakesurfer only if the motorboat is propelled 
by an inboard motor. This bill is identical to HB 751. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0637) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill supports the entrance of a new Virginia product into the market. 
 
 

Taxation  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 154 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. R. Lee Ware (REP-VA) 

Title:  Commonwealth's tax system; conformity with federal law, emergency. 

Abstract:  Advances conformity of the Commonwealth's tax code with the federal tax code to February 9, 
2018. The bill conforms only to certain provisions of Public Law 115-97, known as the ""Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act,"" that affect taxable years prior to 2018. The bill conforms to provisions creating an 
incentive for taxpayers to make contributions to hurricane relief efforts and certain other 
provisions. The bill also conforms to provisions of Public Law 115-123, known as the ""Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018,"" that affect taxable year 2017. The bill contains an emergency clause and is 
identical to SB 230. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0015) - 02/23/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. 

  
 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b3202b2
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a55b3202b2&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6acb7ff42d
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6acb7ff42d&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a3df828b1
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a3df828b1&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Number:  VA [R] HB 966 - Updated (Status 01/30/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Glenn Davis (REP-VA) 

Title:  Income tax, sales tax, etc.; refundable credit for certain local taxes. 

Abstract:  Taxation in the Commonwealth; income tax, sales tax, and credit for certain local taxes. 
Provides, for taxable years 2018 through 2022, a refundable credit against individual and 
corporate income taxes for a business's aggregate tax liability under the machinery and tools tax, 
the merchants' capital tax, and the business, professional, and occupational license (BPOL) tax. 

Status:  House: Continued to 2019 in Finance by voice vote - 01/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill is intended to start the long-term negotiations for wholesale tax 
reform.  The bill essentially allows for the taxation of services, except for educational, healthcare 
and real estate services, and all business-to-business transactions.  The revenue generated will 
be rebated to businesses and individuals - businesses will no longer pay the M&T, BPOL or 
Merchants Capital Taxes and individuals will get income tax reductions. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HJ 98 - Updated (Text, Status 04/13/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Kathy Byron (REP-VA) 

Title:  Business property; Department of Taxation to study appeals concerning valuation. 

Abstract:  Department of Taxation; appeals concerning valuation of business property; report. Directs the 
Department of Taxation to study and make recommendations by December 1, 2019, on the 
appeals process for valuation of real and personal property of businesses. 

Status:  House: Bill text as passed House and Senate (HJ98ER) - 03/06/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Over 9 jurisdictions have now forced manufacturers to circuit court and/or the 
VA Supreme Court to seek relief in disputes involving the valuation of real and tangible personal 
property.  This costs millions of wasted private and public dollars. There should be an 
administrative appeals process within the Virginia Department of Taxation or an alternative that 
would expedite cooperation among all parties.  Virginia ranks 36 in the US for capital 
investments from the manufacturing sector.  It is a direct correlation to Virginia's anti-competitive 
tax policies involving capital investment.  This bill is intended to reduce litigation costs and 
require industry – local government cooperation in cases involving property valuation disputes 
where there is a bonified independent appraisal available. 

  

  

Transportation  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1276 - Updated (Text, Status 04/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. T. Scott Garrett (REP-VA) 

Title:  VDOT; review of enrollment in federal pilot program or project. 

Abstract:  Federal pilot programs; report. Requires the Department of Transportation to convene a work 
group to identify the implications of the Commonwealth's participation in a federal data collection 
pilot program or project involving six-axle tractor truck semitrailer combinations weighing up to 
91,000 pounds and utilizing interstate highways. This bill is identical to SB 504. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0553) - 03/30/2018 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704bf328
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704bf328&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a5704c33b8
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Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Improved transportation efficiency is critical to MFG competitiveness, fuel 
reduction and carbon reduction. This pilot may allow for truck weights to be increased from 80,000 
lbs. to 91,000 lbs.  However, this initiative must never consider tolling existing interstates. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 504 - Updated (Text, Status 04/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Charles Carrico (REP-VA) 

Title:  VDOT; review of enrollment in federal pilot program or project. 

Abstract:  Federal pilot programs; report. Requires the Department of Transportation to convene a work 
group to identify the implications of the Commonwealth's participation in a federal data collection 
pilot program or project involving six-axle tractor truck semitrailer combinations weighing up to 
91,000 pounds and utilizing interstate highways. This bill is identical to HB 1276. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0554) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Improved transportation efficiency is critical to MFG competitiveness, fuel 
reduction and carbon reduction. This pilot may allow for truck weights to be increased from 80,000 
lbs. to 91,000 lbs.  However, this initiative must never consider tolling existing interstates. 

 

 

Workforce Development & Education  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 129 - Updated (Text 06/05/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Yancey (REP-VA) 

Title:  Worker retraining tax credit; manufacturing instruction for students. 

Abstract:  Worker retraining tax credit; manufacturing instruction for students. Modifies the worker retraining 
tax credit by allowing credit to manufacturers conducting a manufacturing orientation, instruction, 
and training program that is (i) provided to students in grades six through 12, (ii) coordinated with 
the local school division and certified as qualified for tax credit by the Virginia Economic 
Partnership Development Authority, and (iii) conducted either at a plant or facility used by the 
manufacturer or at a public middle or high school in Virginia. The credit would equal 35 percent of 
the manufacturer's direct costs in providing the program, not to exceed $2,000 for any year. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0500) - 03/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill will contribute $1 million to closing the workforce skills and career 
interest gaps by 2020 through youth training programs in conjunction with manufacturers (e.g., 
Dream It Do It Virginia Advanced Technology Academies, Adventures and Camps). 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 632 - Updated (Text, Status 04/11/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Bulova (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Career investigation courses and programs of instruction; Board of Education to establish. 

Abstract:  Requires the Board of Education (Board) to (i) establish content standards and curriculum 
guidelines for courses in career investigation; (ii) develop, in consultation with certain 
stakeholders, resource materials that are designed to ensure that students have the ability to 
further explore interest in career and technical education opportunities in middle and high school; 
and (iii) disseminate such career investigation resource materials to each school board. The bill 
directs each school board to require each middle school student to take at least one course or 
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alternative program of instruction in career investigation. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0485) - 03/23/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill enhances K-12 career planning focus. It will help close the workforce 
skills and career planning gaps by 2020.  Beginning in middle school, all students must have an 
Academic and Career Plan that is reviewed before a student enters the ninth and eleventh grades 
per 8 VAC-20-131-5 et seq. VMA helped develop the VDOE Academic & Career Plans -
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/academic_career_plan/index.shtml, http://www.
doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2013/087-13.shtmla  and 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2012/168-12.shtml.  The VMA 
requested the amendment to this bill to include industry associations in the consultations of the 
VDOE and the enactment clause that requires the VDOE to convene a working group with the 
Virginia Board of Workforce Development to evaluate standardizing the Academic & Career Plan 
for all students as a virtual portfolio where all credentials and academic achievements are tracked 
in a cloud-based environment for students, teachers and parents to monitor and manage in 
accordance with http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000 reg 8VAC20-131-140. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1006 - Updated (Text, Status 04/11/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Kathy Byron (REP-VA) 

Title:  Labor market information; transfer of administration from VEC. 

Abstract:  Virginia Board of Workforce Development; labor market information. Requires the Virginia Board 
of Workforce Development to advise and oversee the development of a strategic workforce 
dashboard and tools that will provide information on issues such as state and regional labor 
market conditions, the relationship between the supply and demand for workers, workforce 
program outcomes, and projected employment growth or decline. The measure also transfers 
from the Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) to the Board, with support from VEC, the 
responsibility to determine and publish a list of jobs, trades, and professions for which high 
demand for qualified workers exists or is projected. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0225) - 03/09/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This is a product of Virginia Board of Workforce Development (VBWD).  The 
VMA serves on the VBWD.  The VEC Labor Market Information group and dashboard is 
necessary for the Board to fulfill its performance and accountability mission in tracking and 
maintaining occupational and workforce data as well as reducing local/regional 
overlapping/duplicative services. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1530 - Updated (Text 04/12/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Glenn Davis (REP-VA) 

Title:  High schools; Board of Education to make recommendations. 

Abstract:  Career and technical education; diplomas. Requires the Board of Education to make 
recommendations to the Governor and the Chairmen of the House Committee on Education and 
the Senate Committee on Education and Health no later than November 1, 2018, relating to (i) 
strategies for eliminating any stigma associated with high school career and technical education 
pathways and the choice of high school students to pursue coursework and other educational 
opportunities in career and technical education and related fields such as computer science and 
robotics and (ii) the consolidation of the standard and advanced diplomas into a single diploma 
and the creation of multiple endorsements for such diploma to recognize student competencies 
and achievements in specific subject matter areas. 
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Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0517) - 03/29/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill directs the VA Board of Education, in cooperation with the VA Board of 
Workforce Development, to develop a plan for reducing the stigma of CTE education and 
degrees.  Th bill will contribute to closing the workforce skills and career planning gaps by 2020.  
  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1552 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Matthew James (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Workforce Development, Virginia Board of; strategies to identify and engage certain persons. 

Abstract:  Virginia Board of Workforce Development; pilot program. Directs the Virginia Board of Workforce 
Development to recommend strategies to identify and engage discouraged workers and 
unemployed individuals not currently served by the workforce system and measurably improve the 
performance of federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 Title 1 Youth programs 
so they lead to improved employability and the development of skills to enter the workforce in a 
high-demand field. The Board shall report on the recommended strategies by October 1, 2019. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0710) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. The bill directs the VA Board of Workforce Development to measurably improve 
the performance of federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-128) Title 
1 Youth programs so that they lead to improved employability and the development of skills to 
enter the workforce in a high-demand field.  The program currently spends approximately $12 
million on 2,400 in and out-of-school 16-24 year olds for training/education, literacy/numeracy, and 
job placement/work experience services. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 401 - Updated (Status 03/07/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Lynwood Lewis (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Sixth grade science; Department of Education, et al., shall update curriculum. 

Abstract:  Department of Environmental Quality; Department of Education; grade six science curriculum. 
Directs the Department of Environmental Quality and the Department of Education to update the 
"Window into a Green Virginia" curriculum developed by the Departments for sixth grade science 
to include a unit on the benefits, including the energy benefits, of recycling and reuse. 

Status:  House: Left in Appropriations - 03/06/2018 

Position:  Support 

Note: VMA Priority Bill.  This bill is a product of the Recycle VA! Coalition.  It was part of a legislative 
package aimed at improving recycling for beneficial use.  Specifically, it would update the SOL 6.9 
Window into a Green Virginia curriculum that was developed in cooperation with the VMA nearly a 
decade ago. 

 
Number:  VA [R] SB 637 - Updated (Text, Status 04/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Siobhan Dunnavant (REP-VA) 

Title:  Virginia Longitudinal Data System; workforce data. 

Abstract:  Virginia Longitudinal Data System; workforce data. Requires the State Council of Higher 
Education for Virginia (SCHEV), through the Virginia Longitudinal Data System, to report 
additional information regarding the alignment of postsecondary education and workforce 
preparation in the Commonwealth. The bill also directs the Department of Motor Vehicles, the 
Virginia Employment Commission, and the Department of Taxation to cooperate with SCHEV to 
further assist in the collection and sharing of data regarding workforce analysis. 
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Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0590) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  The VLDS enables Virginia to demonstrate the pre and post wage benefits of 
workforce credential attainment in the community college system and compare and contrast it to 
degree attainment in the higher education system in general.  The resulting data will substantiate 
greater investments in and the realignment of resources into higher education workforce 
credentials. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 936 - Updated (Status 02/10/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Frank Wagner (REP-VA) 

Title:  Standards of Achievement Career and Technical Education Committee; established. 

Abstract:  Standards of Achievement Career and Technical Education Committee; established. Directs the 
Board of Education to establish the Standards of Achievement Career and Technical Education 
Committee (Committee) to make recommendations to the General Assembly and the Board of 
Education to facilitate the development of career and technical education Standards of 
Achievement, including accreditation standards, assessment testing, and course content and 
curriculum for participating schools, with a focus on (i) rigorous standards and course content and 
curriculum that align workforce skills with industry-recognized standards; (ii) robust business and 
industry engagement and responsiveness to labor market needs; (iii) strategies to remove the 
stigma from career and technical education... 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Education and Health (15-Y 0-N) - 02/08/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  This bill will provide for an equally viable set of standards to the SOLs. It will 
improve industry-recognized credential attainment and help close the workforce skills gap by 
2020. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 960 - Updated (Text, Status 03/21/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. David Suetterlein (REP-VA) 

Title:  High School to Work Partnerships; establishment, exemptions. 

Abstract:  High School to Work Partnerships; establishment; exemptions. Permits each local school board to 
(i) establish High School to Work Partnerships (Partnerships) between public high schools and 
local businesses to create opportunities for high school students to (a) participate in an 
apprenticeship, internship, or job shadow program in a variety of trades and skilled labor positions 
or (b) tour local businesses and meet with owners and employees or (ii) delegate the authority to 
establish Partnerships to the local school division's career and technical education administrator or 
his designee, in collaboration with the guidance counselor office of each public high school in the 
school division. The bill requires such local school boards to educate high school students about 
opportunities ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0142) - 03/02/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill. This will help close the workforce interest gap by 2020. 
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The VMA was 91% successful with defensive bills this session. 
 

 

There were 67 select defensive bills this session 
(not including 8 budget bills) compared to 44 in 
2017, 58 in 2016, 43 in 2015 and 8 in 2014.   
 
51% of the select defensive bills had Republican 
patrons and 49% had Democratic patrons. 
 
 
 

 
This section provides details on only select defensive  
bills that required significant amendment, protection 
from amendment or opposition to reduce the impact 
on Virginia industry or the VMA’s own legislative 
agenda.   
 
For a detailed review of all VMA Defensive Bills, go to 
http://vamanufacturers.com/advocacy/key-virginia-
legislation/.   
 

 
 

 

Economic Development  
 
   

Number:  VA [R] HB 770 - Updated (Text, Status 04/26/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. S. Chris Jones (REP-VA) 

Title:  Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority; members of Authority are voting 
members. 

Abstract:  Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority. Clarifies (i) that the members of the 
Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP) Authority appointed by the Governor and 
the Joint Rules Committee are voting members of the Authority and (ii) the authority of VEDP to 
direct the Attorney General to enforce contracts related to the award of economic incentives. The 
bill adds a member of the VEDP Authority, to be appointed by the chairman, to each of the 
Committee on Business Development and Marketing and the Committee on International Trade 
and clarifies that these committees are advisory in nature. The bill also extends to the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) the existing closed meeting exemption for 
discussion of portions of the VEDP... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0829) - 04/18/2018 

Position:  Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill expands the International Trade Committee with an 
appointee by the VEDP Board.  This bill should have been amended to require that a member of 
the International Trade Committee be appointed to the VEDP Board.  Currently, there is no 
linkage between the VEDP Board’s governance and budgeting responsibilities and the 
Committee.  Subsequently, no new dollars or programs were included in the FY18-20 VEDP 
budget and no funding was provided for the implementation of the Virginia International Trade 
Corporation.  Instead, the attention of VEDP remains, as it has for the last 23 years, on business 
recruiting.  This bill will not help Virginia expand manufacturing exports $7 billion (50%) by 
2025.  Virginia manufactured goods exports rank #36 in the U.S.  

  

  

BILL KEY 

Win – failed or properly amended by 
the General Assembly 

Loss – passed the General Assembly 
without amendment 

Draw – carried over to study or 
incorporated into another bill 
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Energy  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 392 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Mark Keam (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; solar energy. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation; solar energy. Declares that it is in the public interest for the electrical 
supply of the Commonwealth to include at least 10 percent electricity derived from sunlight from 
facilities located in the Commonwealth, including distributed generation facilities owned or 
operated by or on behalf of customers. The measure also increases, from 500 megawatts to 
15,000 megawatts, the aggregate rated capacity of solar energy generation facilities located in 
the Commonwealth as to which their construction or purchase by a utility is in the public interest. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  A coalition of environmental, solar, utility and manufacturing 
interests are engaged in a long-term plan to expand affordable and reliable solar energy.  This 
bill is not warranted. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 436 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Richard Sullivan (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; mandatory renewable portfolio standard. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; mandatory renewable portfolio standard. Replaces the existing voluntary 
renewable portfolio standard program with a mandatory renewable portfolio standard program 
that requires each investor-owned electric utility to generate or purchase, from facilities in the 
Commonwealth, increasing percentages of electric power that is generated from qualifying 
renewable sources. The required percentages start at a minimum of 20 percent of the total 
electric energy sold in 2019. Thereafter the required percentages increase in steps until 2026 
and thereafter, in which years at least 80 percent of the total electric energy sold is required to 
be generated from qualifying renewable sources. A utility that fails to comply with an RPS 
standard established for a year is required to pay a ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's voluntary program is working and an 80% dependency on 
renewable energy is not realistic or sustainable from a reliability or cost perspective. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 556 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Danica Roem (DEM-VA) 

Title:  State Corporation Commission; intervenor compensation. 

Abstract:  State Corporation Commission; intervenor compensation. Establishes a process under which a 
public interest organization or a retail customer, including an entity representing retail customers, 
of a public service company is compensated for its expenses when it intervenes in a State 
Corporation Commission proceeding that is related to the public service company's provision of 
utility service. Such intervenor's eligibility for compensation is subject to a finding by the 
Commission that the intervenor's participation in the proceeding made a substantial contribution 
to the adoption of the Commission's order or decision, the intervenor's participation in the 
proceeding without an award of compensation imposes a significant financial hardship, and the 
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intervenor represents an interest material ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill would have the public pay for private and NGO advocacy at 
the SCC. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 963 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Richard Sullivan (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric and natural gas utilities; energy efficiency goals. 

Abstract:  Electric and natural gas utilities; energy efficiency goals. Requires investor-owned electric 
utilities, cooperative electric utilities, and investor-owned natural gas distribution utilities to meet 
incremental annual energy efficiency goals. Electric utilities are required to implement cost-
effective energy efficiency measures to achieve the goal of two percent savings by 2033 and 
thereafter, with interim goals that start at 0.25 percent for 2019-2020 and increase in biennial 
increments of 0.25 percent until 2033. Gas utilities are required to achieve the goal of one 
percent savings by 2033 and thereafter, with interim goals that start at 0.125 percent for 2019-
2020 and increase in biennial increments of 0.125 percent until 2033. The utilities are required to 
submit energy efficiency ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Bill amends existing statute to define "cost-effective" as Total 
Resource Cost test.  This is not the most cost-effective test; the Rate Impact Model test is the 
most cost-effective test.  This will increase electricity prices. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 964 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Richard Sullivan (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; energy efficiency programs. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; energy efficiency programs. Removes the Ratepayer Impact Measure Test from 
the list of tests that the State Corporation Commission (SCC) is required to consider when 
determining that an energy efficiency program proposed by an electric utility is in the public 
interest. The measure provides that the SCC shall consider if the net present value of a 
program's benefits exceeds the net present value of its costs as determined under the Total 
Resource Cost Test, the Utility Cost Test, and the Participant Test. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Bill amends existing statute to eliminate the most cost-effective test 
- the Rate Impact Model.  This will increase electricity prices. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 965 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Richard Sullivan (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Energy efficiency programs; definition of benefit-cost ratio and total resource cost test. 

Abstract:  Energy efficiency programs; Total Resource Cost Test. Defines the Total Resource Cost Test as 
a test to determine if the benefit-cost ratio of a proposed energy efficiency program or measure 
is greater than one. The measure defines ""benefit-cost ratio"" as the ratio of the net present 
value of the total benefits of a program or measure, including savings and non-energy benefits, 
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to the net present value of the total incremental costs of implementing that program or measure 
as calculated over the lifetime of the measures implemented thereunder. An energy efficiency 
program or measure that meets the Total Resource Cost Test is declared to be in the public 
interest.  

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Bill amends existing statute to redefine Total Resource Cost 
test.  This is not the most cost-effective test; the Rate Impact Model test is the most cost-
effective test.  This will increase electricity prices. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 975 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Elizabeth Guzman (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; new generation sources. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; new generation sources. Prohibits the State Corporation Commission from 
issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the construction on or after January 
1, 2018, of an electric generating facility unless at least 20 percent of the rated capacity of all 
electric generation facilities approved in that calendar year, including the facility for which the 
certificate is requested, will be based on the capacity of the facility or facilities to generate 
electric power from a renewable energy source. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This is just another renewable portfolio standard (RPS) bill by 
another method.  Virginia's Energy Plan and voluntary RPS is working. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1202 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electrical transmission lines; approval of underground construction, establishes pilot program. 

Abstract:  Electrical transmission lines; approval of underground construction; pilot program. Establishes a 
pilot program consisting of the approval of the underground construction of two electrical 
transmission lines. As a part of the pilot program, the State Corporation Commission (SCC) is 
directed to approve as a qualifying project a transmission line that appears to track the I-66 
Hybrid Route that has been considered in the application of Dominion Energy for the Haymarket 
transmission line project in Prince William County. The measure establishes criteria to be used 
by the SCC in approving the second project. The approval of a transmission line satisfies local 
zoning requirements. The SCC is directed to approve a rate adjustment clause to allow the utility 
to recover from the utility's Virginia ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Cosmetic undergrounding projects in Northern Virginia have been 
estimated to cost ratepayers billions. This bill is intended to pressure the SCC for approval of 
these facilities. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1215 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; solar generation capacity, public interest. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; solar generation capacity; public interest. Declares that the construction or 
purchase of certain solar generation facilities, or the purchase of the energy, capacity, and 
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environmental attributes from the facilities, is in the public interest. An enactment clause states 
that the development of certain solar generation facilities is encouraged in order to enable 
ratepayers to obtain the benefit of this energy source during the remaining period of the existing 
federal investment tax credit. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Coalition bill from Rubin Solar Working Group.  VMA is a 
member.  This is existing public policy that just increases the solar generation goal.  It retains 
SCC oversight.  Similar language was incorporated into SB966. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1228 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. 

Abstract:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. Requires the State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) to enter its final order on certain petitions filed by an investor-owned electric 
utility within three months after the date of the hearing of such petition. The measure applies to 
petitions seeking approval of a schedule or rider for a voluntary rate or rate design test or 
experiment. An existing exemption to the requirement that each public utility uniformly charge 
each of its customers using its service under like conditions allows a utility to implement special 
rates upon SCC approval of a petition for a voluntary rate or rate design test or experiment. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Priority Bill.  Coalition bill from Rubin Solar Working Group.  VMA is a member.  Similar 
language was incorporated into SB966. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1261 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Energy efficiency programs; programs proposed by an electric utility. 

Abstract:  Energy efficiency programs. Provides that an energy efficiency program proposed by an electric 
utility is in the public interest if the net present value of the benefits exceeds the net present 
value of the costs as determined by any three of four benefit cost tests. The four tests to be 
considered are the Total Resource Cost Test, the Utility Cost Test, the Participant Test, and the 
Ratepayer Impact Measure Test. The measure also revises the existing standard for what 
constitutes a cost-effective conservation and energy efficiency program conducted by a natural 
gas utility to conform to the provisions for electric utilities. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill lessens the ratepayer protection afforded in the current 
code which was negotiated with all stakeholders several years ago.  This will increase electricity 
prices. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1270 - Updated (Status 04/19/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Charles Poindexter (REP-VA) 

Title:  Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative; prohibition on participation by Commonwealth. 

Abstract:  Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative; prohibition on participation by Commonwealth. Prohibits the 
Governor or any state agency from adopting any regulation establishing a carbon dioxide cap-
and-trade program or bringing about the participation by the Commonwealth in a regional market 
for the trading of carbon dioxide allowances. The bill provides that the Commonwealth shall be 
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allowed to participate in such a cap-and-trade program if the House of Delegates and the Senate 
of Virginia each adopt a resolution that specifically references and approves the regulatory text 
proposed for adoption by a state agency. 

Status:  House: House sustained Governor's veto - 04/18/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's CO2 emissions have been dropping for over a decade 
from 38.4 million tons to 33.9 million tons of CO2 from electric power plants in VA (see 
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=44
0.0017).  VA ranks 13th lowest in the US for Greenhouse Gas emissions.  Virginia's emissions 
are already lower than several RGGI states.  Also, RGGI state industrial electricity prices are 
nearly double those of Virginia. RGGI also returns none of the CO2 auction sales to the 
ratepayers - it is used to redistribute money through political means.  At its core, RGGI is a tax 
scheme different than any other trading program in the Commonwealth because the funds are 
not returned to the ratepayer or utility, they are put into a Fund and distributed among various 
government and non-government programs. RGGI is Northeast tax model legislation that does 
not recognize past, current or future carbon reductions in the Commonwealth as a percentage of 
GDP or the Commonwealth's ability to achieve meaningful goals without RGGI.  RGGI costs are 
now estimated to be $66 million - $170 million per year for Dominion Energy customers only. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1273 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Bulova (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Va. Alternative Energy & Coastal Protection Act; regulations to establish carbon dioxide cap, etc. 

Abstract:  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Directs the State Air Pollution Control 
Board to adopt regulations establishing a carbon dioxide cap and trade program to reduce 
emissions released by electric generation facilities. The regulations are required to comply with 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative model rule. The measure authorizes the Director of the 
Department of Environmental Quality to establish, implement, and manage an auction program 
to sell allowances into a market-based trading program. The measure requires revenues from 
the sale of carbon allowances, to the extent permitted by Article X, Section 7 of the Constitution 
of Virginia, to be deposited in an interest-bearing account and to be distributed without further 
appropriation (i) to the Virginia Shoreline ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's CO2 emissions have been dropping for over a decade 
from 38.4 million tons to 33.9 million tons of CO2 from electric power plants in VA (see 
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=44
0.0017).  VA ranks 13th lowest in the US for Greenhouse Gas emissions.  Virginia's emissions 
are already lower than several RGGI states.  Also, RGGI state industrial electricity prices are 
nearly double those of Virginia. Finally, this proposal returns none of the CO2 auction sales to 
the ratepayers - it is used to redistribute money through political means.  At its core, this is a tax 
scheme different than any other trading program in the Commonwealth because the funds are 
not returned to the ratepayer or utility, they are put into a General Assembly Fund and 
distributed among a half-dozen government and non-government programs. This is Northeast 
tax model legislation that does not recognize past, current or future carbon reductions in the 
Commonwealth as a percentage of GDP or the Commonwealth's ability to achieve meaningful 
goals without RGGI. RGGI costs are now estimated to be $66 million - $170 million per year for 
Dominion Energy customers only. 
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Number:  VA [R] HB 1344 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Cheryl Turpin (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Va. Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act; establishing funding source to affected 
locality. 

Abstract:  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Authorizes the State Air Pollution Control 
Board to conduct an auction of allowances of CO2 emissions or authorize the Department of 
Environmental Quality to operate such auction. The bill establishes the Commonwealth 
Resilience Fund to receive funds from the auction and directs the funds to certain programs. 
Beginning in January 2021, the Department is required to file an annual report on the auction. 

Status:  House: Left in Rules - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's CO2 emissions have been dropping for over a decade 
from 38.4 million tons to 33.9 million tons of CO2 from electric power plants in VA (see 
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=44
0.0017).  VA ranks 13th lowest in the US for Greenhouse Gas emissions.  Virginia's emissions 
are already lower than several RGGI states.  Also, RGGI state industrial electricity prices are 
nearly double those of Virginia. Finally, this proposal returns none of the CO2 auction sales to 
the ratepayers - it is used to redistribute money through political means.  At its core, this is a tax 
scheme different than any other trading program in the Commonwealth because the funds are 
not returned to the ratepayer or utility, they are put into a General Assembly Fund and 
distributed among a half-dozen government and non-government programs. This is Northeast 
tax model legislation that does not recognize past, current or future carbon reductions in the 
Commonwealth as a percentage of GDP or the Commonwealth's ability to achieve meaningful 
goals without RGGI. RGGI costs are now estimated to be $66 million - $170 million per year for 
Dominion Energy customers only. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1365 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Leslie Adams (REP-VA) 

Title:  Va. Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act; establishing funding source to affected 
locality. 

Abstract:  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Authorizes the State Air Pollution Control 
Board to conduct an auction of allowances of CO2 emissions or authorize the Department of 
Environmental Quality to operate such auction. The bill establishes the Commonwealth 
Resilience Fund to receive funds from the auction and directs the funds to certain programs. 
Beginning in January 2021, the Department is required to file an annual report on the auction. 

Status:  House: Left in Rules - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's CO2 emissions have been dropping for over a decade 
from 38.4 million tons to 33.9 million tons of CO2 from electric power plants in VA (see 
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=44
0.0017).  VA ranks 13th lowest in the US for Greenhouse Gas emissions.  Virginia's emissions 
are already lower than several RGGI states.  Also, RGGI state industrial electricity prices are 
nearly double those of Virginia. Finally, this proposal returns none of the CO2 auction sales to 
the ratepayers - it is used to redistribute money through political means.  At its core, this is a tax 
scheme different than any other trading program in the Commonwealth because the funds are 
not returned to the ratepayer or utility, they are put into a General Assembly Fund and 
distributed among a half-dozen government and non-government programs. This is Northeast 
tax model legislation that does not recognize past, current or future carbon reductions in the 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a8033f03
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a8033f03
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a8033f03&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=440.0017
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=440.0017
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a02a
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a02a
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a803a02a&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=440.0017
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=440.0017


2018 Legislative Overview for VMA Defensive Bills 
 

 

Commonwealth as a percentage of GDP or the Commonwealth's ability to achieve meaningful 
goals without RGGI. RGGI costs are now estimated to be $66 million - $170 million per year for 
Dominion Energy customers only. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1490 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Sam Rasoul (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Fossil fuel projects moratorium; establishes, clean energy mandates. 

Abstract:  Fossil fuel projects moratorium; clean energy mandates. Establishes a moratorium, effective 
January 1, 2019, on approval by any state agency or political subdivision of any approval 
required for (i) electric generating facilities that generate fossil fuel energy through the 
combustion of a fossil fuel resource; (ii) import or export terminals for fossil fuel resources; (iii) 
certain maintenance activities relating to an import or export terminal for a fossil fuel resource; 
(iv) gathering lines or pipelines for the transport of any fossil fuel resource that requires the use 
of eminent domain on private property; (v) certain maintenance activities relating to such 
gathering lines or pipelines; (vi) refineries of a fossil fuel resource; and (vii) exploration for any 
type of fossil fuel, ... 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  A diverse and efficient portfolio of fuel sources is a grid, security 
and reliability issue.  This bill creates immense risk for consumers and the economy.  It would be 
destructive to Virginia’s electric utility market and is unsustainable for consumers and producers. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1493 - Updated (Status 02/15/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Israel O'Quinn (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; recovery of costs of coal combustion by-product management. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation; recovery of costs of coal combustion by-product management. 
Authorizes an investor-owned electric utility to recover, through a rate adjustment clause, its 
costs of complying with laws, regulations, or judicial or administrative orders applicable to sites 
associated with the utility's management of coal combustion by-products. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Requires SCC oversight. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1558 - Updated (Text 06/13/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Terry Kilgore (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; grid modernization, energy efficiency programs. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation. Provides that, in lieu of the biennial review proceedings previously 
required, Dominion Energy Virginia (DEV) and Appalachian Power (APCo) will be subject to 
triennial reviews of their rates, terms, and conditions for generation, distribution, and 
transmission services. The measure advances the termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
DEV by three years, to December 31, 2016. The termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
APCo remains December 31, 2017. DEV's first review after its Transitional Rate Period will be 
held in 2021, which is one year earlier than currently scheduled, and will utilize the four 12-
month test periods beginning January 1, 2017, and ending December 31, 2020.  

Status:  Senate: Stricken from Senate calendar (40-Y 0-N) - 03/09/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  VMA Energy Resources Committee, Government Affairs Council, 
ERC Technical Advisory Committee and Board of Directors negotiated terms in a revised 
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version of this bill. Concerns prior to the amendments were: 

1. Frozen Rates.  End electric utility “frozen rates” effective 1/1/18. 
2. Triennial SCC Review.  Amend § 56-585.1. of the Code of Virginia to provide for a fully 

litigated rate review case before the State Corporation Commission, for both investor 
owned utilities, on a triennial basis only. Appalachian Power should be allowed to begin 
its SCC proceeding for test years 2018-2019 in 2020 and every three years 
thereafter.  Dominion Energy’s triennial review should be 2021 with test years being 
2018-2020.  Further, there should be assurances, legislative or otherwise, that this 
section of the Code of Virginia is not amended before 2022 by the Virginia General 
Assembly. 

3. Customer Credits.  Based upon the SCC’s estimates for 2015-2016 and independent 
estimates of 2017 utility over-earnings, customers in Dominion Energy’s service territory 
should receive $176 million in one-time bill credits and $25 million in an ongoing 
“industrial retention” bill credit for GS3 & GS4 industrial customers in Dominion Energy’s 
service territory.  In both cases, the VMA prefers the bill credits to be issued through the 
fuel factor but would support the “industrial retention” bill credit only being applied 
through demand. 

4. Federal Tax Savings Pass-Through.  At least $100 million in annual tax savings should 
be credited to Dominion Energy customers and at least $40 million should be credited to 
Appalachian Power customers subject to future SCC “tax true-up” proceedings that will 
ensure that 100% of the savings are passed onto customers. This is in response to the 
reduction in the utilities’ Federal tax liability due to the new federal tax laws.  

5. State Corporation Commission (SCC).  Assuring SCC reviews before and after utility grid 
transformation investments are undertaken is acceptable assuming that the SCC retains 
its ability to determine what are “reasonable and prudent” costs.  This will protect utilities 
and ratepayers equally. 

6. Energy Efficiency Program Benefit Cost Tests.  GS3 and GS4 customers, all 
manufacturers, should be excluded from all energy efficiency program costs.  Currently, 
only GS4 customer are exempt and all others must apply to the utility for 
exemption.  Now that the benefit cost tests have been substantially amended to widen 
the aperture for additional programs, all industrials should be entirely excluded. 

7. New Underground Facilities.  These transmission facilities cannot be deemed to provide 
“system-wide” benefits or to be “cost beneficial” and their associated costs cannot be 
deemed “reasonable and prudent” without unrestricted SCC oversight.  At a minimum, 
the beneficiaries or customer class served by these facilities should be required to pay 
the marginal price differential as compared to traditional distribution facilities. 

8. Environmental Costs.  The Rate Impact Model (RIM) benefit cost test should be required 
of the SCC for approval of “costs associated with projects necessary to comply with state 
or federal environmental laws, regulations or judicial or administrative orders relating to 
coal combustion by-product management which the utility does not petition to recover 
through a rate adjustment clause pursuant to subdivision 5 e.” 

9. Biomass Riders/Rate Adjustment Clause (RAC).  Moving the current Biomass RAC into 
base rates will have the practical effect of reducing the effective electricity rate by $25 
million per year through 2021, by virtue of the fact that Dominion Energy’s base rates will 
not be adjusted until 2021 (after the proposed triennial review). This would be an 
estimated $100 million savings to customers.  Beyond 2021, it cannot be assumed that 
base rates will be adjusted down or these costs ignored in the SCC’s triennial review of 
Dominion Energy’s earnings – these will be regulatory assets earning a Return on Equity 
established by the SCC. 

10. Customer Credit Reinvestment Offset.  There are serious concerns about this element of 
the legislation and how it will affect future rate reviews and base rates.  It appears to 
allow for “new utility-owned generation facilities utilizing energy derived from sunlight, or 
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from onshore or offshore wind, or electric distribution grid transformation projects,” as 
approved by the SCC, to be credited against the utility’s future overearnings, if not 
approved as a RAC, instead of assuring a refund to customers for overearnings as 
ordered by the SCC during the triennial review.  If overearnings (and refunds) are 
withheld as a credit against a new asset, then the value of that asset must be written 
down by the amount of the credit. Specifically, by adding assets to Base Rates, as 
proscribed in these bills, one will increase the utility’s earnings, thus, when the SCC 
finally conducts a review, the allowed earnings will be higher, resulting in lower refunds to 
customers and a new Base Rate that will be higher than it would have been without the 
asset added. The solution could be to require that the utility write down an asset and 
reduce its earnings so that it does not show excess earnings during a triennial review.  In 
other words, it keeps what should have been refunded to customers, but it also reduces 
the value of the asset/costs that were written down.  

11. Aggregation and Competition.  § 56-577 A.3 (a) of the Code of Virginia should allow for 
individual customers of electric energy, regardless of customer class, whose demand in 
the most recent calendar year exceeded 5 MW, to purchase competitive electric energy, 
in accordance with the current statute, without having to provide 5 years’ advance written 
notice in order to return to the incumbent utility. 

12. Integrated Resource Planning (IRP).  It is recommended that the IRP be filed every two 
years rather than annually in order to help utilities and the SCC save money. 

VMA is satisfied with the compromise bill that also required the VA General Assembly to monitor 
the price of electricity per kWh by rate class compared to 50 states including the primary sources 
of fuel.  In total, VMA stakeholder and Governor’s Working Group negotiations resulted in $210M 
in Customer Credits over the next 12 months returned through demand and fuel charges, $175M 
in immediate rate reductions for federal tax reductions in advance of SCC tax “true-up” single-
purpose tax cases, $150M in MFG Competitiveness Retention Credits over 10 years, an 
exemption for GS3 & GS4 industrial ratepayers from $870+ million in energy efficiency program 
costs over 10 years, an industrial ratepayer exemption from an estimated $2 Billion - $6 Billion in 
New Underground Facilities over 20+ years, a prohibition on base rate increases for Dominion 
Energy customers until 2024 and Appalachian Power customers until 2020, a possible $150+/-M 
base rate reduction in 2021 for all Dominion Energy ratepayers, and the return to normalized 
triennial SCC rate reviews for both investor-owned utilities in 2023 and 2024 respectively.  On 
the generation and distribution side of the ledger, 5,000 MW of solar and wind energy will be 
constructed, along with grid modernization technologies, over the next decade through a new 
funding mechanism with varying directions to the SCC for cost-controls and oversight.  This bill 
was incorporated into SB966.  For a full report on this bill, contact 
thefuture@vamanufacturs.com.   
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1563 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Kathy Byron (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; rate review proceedings, Transitional Rate Period, etc. 

Abstract:  Advances the date rate reviews are scheduled to resume for Dominion Energy Virginia (DEV) 
from 2022 to 2021. The review will use the three 12-month test periods beginning January 1, 
2018 and ending December 31, 2020. The measure provides that for purposes of the Utility 
Facility Act a company that owns or operates facilities for the storage of electric energy for sale, 
including pumped hydroelectric generation and storage facilities in the coalfield region of 
Virginia, is a public utility. The measure excludes from the definition of ""public utility,"" for 
purposes of the Utility Facility Act, a company that provides storage of electric energy that is not 
for sale to the public, if the company is not organized as a public utility. The measure also 
includes enactment clauses that (i) direct ... 
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Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill is part of the overall re-regulation of electric utilities to end 
"frozen" rates and return to a normalized rate-making process.  Bill incorporated into HB1558. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 9 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. J. Chapman Petersen (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; suspension of reviews of earnings, transitional rate period. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation; suspension of reviews of earnings; transitional rate period. Provides 
that the transitional rate period for Virginia Electric and Power Company (Dominion) will 
conclude on December 31, 2018, and its next biennial review will be conducted in 2019. The 
transitional rate period for Dominion currently is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2019, and 
its next biennial review is scheduled to occur in 2022. The measure does not change the date 
Appalachian Power's transitional rate period is scheduled to conclude (December 31, 2017) but 
does advance the year of its next biennial review from 2020 to 2018. During the first biennial 
reviews after the conclusion of the transitional rate period, the State Corporation Commission 
shall review the earnings of the utilities ... 

Status:  Senate: Passed by indefinitely in Commerce and Labor (13-Y 1-N) - 01/15/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  See HB1558. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 285 - Updated (Status 02/06/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Richard Saslaw (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. 

Abstract:  Utility rates; voluntary rate design schedules or riders. Requires the State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) to enter its final order on certain petitions filed by an investor-owned electric 
utility within eight months of the filing of the petition. The measure applies to petitions seeking 
approval of a schedule or rider for a voluntary rate or rate design test or experiment. An existing 
exemption to the requirement that each public utility uniformly charge each of its customers 
using its service under like conditions allows a utility to implement special rates upon SCC 
approval of a petition for a voluntary rate or rate design test or experiment. 

Status:  Senate: Stricken at request of Patron in Commerce and Labor (10-Y 0-N) - 02/05/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Similar language incorporated into SB966. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 696 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Lynwood Lewis (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Va. Alternative Energy & Coastal Protection Act; regulations to establish carbon dioxide cap, etc. 

Abstract:  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Directs the State Air Pollution Control 
Board to adopt regulations establishing a carbon dioxide cap and trade program to reduce 
emissions released by electric generation facilities. The regulations are required to comply with 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative model rule. The measure authorizes the Director of the 
Department of Environmental Quality to establish, implement, and manage an auction program 
to sell allowances into a market-based trading program. The measure requires revenues from 
the sale of carbon allowances, to the extent permitted by Article X, Section 7 of the Constitution 
of Virginia, to be deposited in an interest-bearing account and to be distributed without further 
appropriation (i) to the Virginia Shoreline ... 

Status:  Senate: Passed by indefinitely in Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources (8-Y 7-N) - 
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01/25/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia's CO2 emissions have been dropping for over a decade 
from 38.4 million tons to 33.9 million tons of CO2 from electric power plants in VA (see 
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=44
0.0017).  VA ranks 13th lowest in the US for Greenhouse Gas emissions.  Virginia's emissions 
are already lower than several RGGI states.  Also, RGGI state industrial electricity prices are 
nearly double those of Virginia. Finally, this proposal returns none of the CO2 auction sales to 
the ratepayers - it is used to redistribute money through political means.  At its core, this is a tax 
scheme different than any other trading program in the Commonwealth because the funds are 
not returned to the ratepayer or utility, they are put into a General Assembly Fund and 
distributed among a half-dozen government and non-government programs. This is Northeast 
tax model legislation that does not recognize past, current or future carbon reductions in the 
Commonwealth as a percentage of GDP or the Commonwealth's ability to achieve meaningful 
goals without RGGI. RGGI costs are now estimated to be $66 million - $170 million per year for 
Dominion Energy customers only. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 808 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Scott Surovell (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; Transitional Rate Period, coal combustion residuals landfills. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; Transitional Rate Period; coal combustion residuals landfills. Shortens the 
duration of the Transitional Rate Period (Period) for any Phase II Utility. The measure provides 
that the Period ends December 31, 2017, which is the date the Period is currently scheduled to 
end for a Phase I Utility. The measure provides that biennial reviews will commence in 2020 for 
both Phase I and Phase II Utilities, which advances the year of the first post-Period biennial 
review for a Phase II Utility by two years. The measure also provides that during the first biennial 
review after the Period, the State Corporation Commission shall determine whether the utility 
would have owed customers a refund during any test period in the Transitional Rate Period, and, 
if so, the utility may elect ... 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Commerce and Labor (15-Y 0-N) - 02/07/2018 

Position:  Amend 
Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 855 - Updated (Status 02/06/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Glen Sturtevant (REP-VA) 

Title:  Energy efficiency programs; programs proposed by an electric utility. 

Abstract:  Energy efficiency programs. Provides that an energy efficiency program proposed by an electric 
utility is in the public interest if the net present value of the benefits exceeds the net present 
value of the costs as determined by any three of four benefit cost tests. The four tests to be 
considered are the Total Resource Cost Test, the Utility Cost Test, the Participant Test, and the 
Ratepayer Impact Measure Test. The measure also revises the existing standard for what 
constitutes a cost-effective conservation and energy efficiency program conducted by a natural 
gas utility to conform to the provisions for electric utilities. This bill was incorporated into SB 966. 

Status:  Senate: Incorporated by Commerce and Labor (SB966-Wagner) (12-Y 0-N 1-A) - 02/05/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This changes the existing statute that was negotiated among all 
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stakeholders regarding the cost-benefit tests used by the SCC in protecting ratepayers.  This will 
increase electricity costs. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 901 - Updated (Status 02/06/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Glen Sturtevant (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; undergrounding distribution lines, reasonableness and prudence of costs. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; undergrounding distribution lines; reasonableness and prudence of costs. States 
that the General Assembly has determined that (i) the conversion of an investor-owned electric 
utility's existing overhead distribution tap lines with new underground facilities will provide local 
and system-wide benefits, (ii) the new underground facilities are cost beneficial, and (iii) the 
costs associated with the new underground facilities are reasonably and prudently incurred. This 
legislative determination replaces a provision enacted in 2017 that established a rebuttable 
presumption regarding these three issues. The measure also directs the State Corporation 
Commission, in proceedings authorized or required by § 56-585.1, to only consider whether 
activities, facilities, or ... 

Status:  Senate: Incorporated by Commerce and Labor (SB966-Wagner) (13-Y 0-N) - 02/05/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Cosmetic undergrounding projects in Northern Virginia have been 
estimated to cost ratepayers billions. This bill is intended to pressure the SCC for approval of 
these facilities. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 922 - Updated (Text, Status 04/19/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Benton Chafin (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; rates and tariffs. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; rates and tariffs. Directs the State Corporation Commission to exclude any debt 
associated with an electric utility's securitized bonds that are the obligation of non-Virginia 
jurisdictional customers from the capital structure and cost of capital of the utility when regulating 
its rates, terms, and conditions of service. The measure also authorizes a utility to request an 
adjustment to a tariff that is revenue neutral to the utility during a biennial filing that does not 
result in an overall rate change. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0795) - 04/06/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This is part of the overall re-regulation of electric utilities to end 
"frozen rates" and return to a normalized rate-making process. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 951 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Scott Surovell (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Eastern Virginia; hydraulic fracturing prohibited. 

Abstract:  Eastern Virginia; hydraulic fracturing prohibited. Prohibits hydraulic fracturing, as defined in the 
bill, in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management Area. 

Status:  Senate: Failed to report (defeated) in Finance (8-Y 8-N) - 02/08/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill was a regulatory overreach not supported by EPA or DEQ 
data. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 965 - Updated (Status 02/16/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Stephen Newman (REP-VA) 
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Title:  Electric utility regulation; rate review proceedings, Transitional Rate Period, etc. 

Abstract:  Advances the date rate reviews are scheduled to resume for Dominion Energy Virginia (DEV) 
from 2022 to 2021. The review will use the three 12-month test periods beginning January 1, 
2018 and ending December 31, 2020. The measure provides that for purposes of the Utility 
Facility Act a company that owns or operates facilities for the storage of electric energy for sale, 
including pumped hydroelectric generation and storage facilities in the coalfield region of 
Virginia, is a public utility. The measure excludes from the definition of ""public utility,"" for 
purposes of the Utility Facility Act, a company that provides storage of electric energy that is not 
for sale to the public, if the company is not organized as a public utility. The measure also 
includes enactment clauses that (i) direct ... 

Status:  Senate: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/14/2018 

Position:  Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Bill incorporated into SB966. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 966 - Updated (Text, Status 04/11/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Frank Wagner (REP-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; grid modernization, energy efficiency. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation. Provides that, in lieu of the biennial review proceedings previously 
required, Dominion Energy Virginia (DEV) and Appalachian Power (APCo) will be subject to 
triennial reviews of their rates, terms, and conditions for generation, distribution, and 
transmission services. The measure advances the termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
DEV by three years, to December 31, 2016. The termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
APCo remains December 31, 2017. DEV's first review after its Transitional Rate Period will be 
held in 2021, which is one year earlier than currently scheduled, and will utilize the four 12-
month test periods beginning January 1, 2017 and ending December 31, 2020.  

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0296) - 03/09/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  HB1558 incorporated into this bill.  See HB 1558 for details. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 967 - Updated (Status 02/06/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Richard Saslaw (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utility regulation; grid modernization, energy efficiency. 

Abstract:  Electric utility regulation. Provides that, in lieu of the biennial review proceedings previously 
required, Dominion Energy Virginia (DEV) and Appalachian Power (AEP) will be subject to 
triennial reviews of their rates, terms, and conditions for generation, distribution, and 
transmission services. The measure advances the termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
DEV by two years, to December 31, 2017. The termination of the Transitional Rate Period for 
AEP remains December 31, 2017. For DEV, the first review after its Transitional Rate Period will 
be held in 2021, which is one year earlier than currently scheduled. For AEP, the first review 
after its Transitional Rate Period will be held in 2020, which is unchanged. In the triennial review 
proceedings, overearnings that might have ... 

Status:  Senate: Incorporated by Commerce and Labor (SB966-Wagner) (13-Y 0-N) - 02/05/2018 

Position:  Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  See SB966. 
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Environment  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 182 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Jennifer Carroll Foy 

Title:  Coal combustion residuals unit; closure by 2022. 

Abstract:  Coal combustion residuals unit; closure by 2022. Directs the Department of Environmental Quality to 
require the closure by July 1, 2022, of any coal combustion residuals (CCR) surface impoundment 
located in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The bill requires that such closure include the removal of 
all coal combustion residuals for disposal in a permitted landfill that meets federal criteria and that the 
impoundment site be reclaimed in a manner consistent with federal mine reclamation standards. The 
bill allows an investor-owned public electric utility to recover the costs of closure from customers. 
Finally, the bill suspends the issuance of any permit to close a CCR surface impoundment in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed between May 1, 2018, and July 1, 2018. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Clean closure mandates in this bill are contrary to EPA and DEQ 
guidance and regulations.  These costs are forecast to exceed $12 billion in Dominion Energy's 
service territory alone.  It would also assure greater environmental exposure and risk for the 
Commonwealth.  Full details on coal ash impoundments are 
at http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/EnvironmentalInformation/CoalAshPermits.aspx. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 467 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Lee Carter (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Coal ash; recycling or reuse. 

Abstract:  Coal ash recycling or reuse. Prohibits disposal of coal combustion residuals except by recycling or 
beneficial reuse, unless it can be shown by clear and convincing evidence that such recycling or 
beneficial reuse is not cost-effective compared with another means of disposal. The bill authorizes the 
Virginia Waste Management Board to adopt regulations to carry out such prohibition. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Amend 
Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Although recycling and beneficial use are important to solid waste 
management, this bill would create permit disruptions and is premature while coal combustion residual 
“clean closure” regulations are being evaluated. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 801 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Israel O'Quinn (REP-VA) 

Title:  Stormwater regulation; no stricter than federal law. 

Abstract:  Stormwater regulation; no stricter than federal law. Prohibits the State Water Control Board from 
adopting any stormwater regulation that is inconsistent with or exceeds the requirements of any 
federal stormwater statute, regulation, standard, criterion, or guidance document. 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Exceeding Federal regulations should require General Assembly 
approval to assure fair and consistent regulation, and Virginia remains in compliance with Federal law. 
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Number:  VA [R] HB 946 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Alfonso Lopez (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Energy and Environment, Virginia Commission on; established, report. 

Abstract:  Virginia Commission on Energy and Environment. Establishes the Virginia Commission on Energy and 
Environment as a legislative commission to review and recommend steps to implement the Virginia 
Energy Plan. The Commission is charged, among other things, with the power and duty to (i) 
undertake studies and gather information and data; (ii) make recommendations as may be necessary 
to accomplish its purposes as set forth in the legislation; (iii) make special studies of and reports on 
measures to secure Virginia's energy future; (iv) establish advisory committees composed of persons 
with special expertise not represented by individuals serving on the Commission; (v) seek, accept, and 
expend gifts, grants, or donations to enable the Commission to carry out its objectives; (vi) review and 
make ... 

Status:  House: Left in Rules - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This is a duplication of government resources and politicizes procedures 
that are otherwise regulatory in nature.  The Commission on Electric Utility Regulation could be 
reformed to provide scoring/ratepayer impact and benefit assessments prior to bills being introduced 
into the VA General Assembly.  VMA has provided the patron with its 2010 legislation to that effect 
carried by former Senator John Watkins but it was not accepted. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 952 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Alfonso Lopez (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Nonfederally managed hazardous waste sites; DEQ to publish and update annually. 

Abstract:  Department of Environmental Quality; nonfederally managed hazardous waste sites; inventory. 
Directs the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to publish and update annually a Virginia 
Nonfederally Managed Hazardous Waste Site Inventory, consisting of a list of sites of which DEQ is 
aware that meet certain criteria regarding the presence of hazardous wastes or other hazardous 
substances but that are not listed on the federal National Priorities List. The bill also requires an 
owner of an inactive nonfederally managed hazardous waste site, as defined in the bill, to notify DEQ 
of its existence. 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  US EPA already publishes a Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (2 U.S.C. § 9601 et seq.) (CERCLA) list of 35 Virginia sites 
at https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-livea .  VA Performs already 
publishes a site report annually 
at https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_OneMeasure&MeasureID=4405
0925.001.003.  This is a public “shaming” bill. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 981 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Debra Rodman (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Disposable paper and plastic bags; local taxation. 

Abstract:  Local disposable paper and plastic bag tax. Authorizes any locality to impose a five-cent per bag tax 
on disposable paper bags or disposable plastic bags provided to customers by certain retailers, with 
certain bags being exempt from the tax. Revenues from the local tax would be collected by the Tax 
Commissioner and distributed monthly to the county or city imposing the tax to be used by such 
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locality for pollution and litter mitigation. The bill requires each county or city adopting an ordinance to 
impose the tax to provide a certified copy of the ordinance to the Tax Commissioner at least six 
months prior to the date the tax is to become effective. The bill also allows every retailer that collects 
the tax to retain one cent of the five-cent tax. 

Status:  House: Left in Finance - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  VMA and VA Retail Federation manage the Recycle VA! coalition that is 
working to improve recycling for beneficial use in industry.  SB218 is the coalition’s bill. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1059 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Kathy Tran (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Deleterious substances; discharge into state waters. 

Abstract:  Discharge of deleterious substance into state waters; notice. Requires any person who unlawfully 
discharges any deleterious substance into state waters to give written notice to the State Water 
Control Board. Current law requires written notice to be given only to the Director of the Department of 
Environmental Quality. The bill also requires the Board or the Department to give the reported 
discharge information to local newspapers, television stations, and radio stations as soon as 
practicable after receiving it. 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill has been introduced in years past.  It is a redundant regulation 
because DEQ already must be notified of these incidents.  This is another bill in a series of “public 
shaming” bills. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1082 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Yancey (REP-VA) 

Title:  Environmental regulations; no stricter than federal law. 

Abstract:  Environmental regulations; no stricter than federal law. Prohibits the Department of 
Environmental Quality, the State Air Pollution Control Board, the State Water Control Board, 
and the Virginia Waste Management Board from adopting any environmental rule, regulation, or 
standard that is inconsistent with or exceeds the requirements of any relevant and duly adopted 
federal environmental statute, regulation, standard, criterion, or guidance document. 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Amend 
Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Virginia has historically held that no state regulation should exceed 
Federal regulations without a cogent demonstration of necessity.  The 2016 JLARC "Cost of 
Regulatory Compliance in the Manufacturing Sector" report details those few instances where 
Virginia exceeds Federal regulations and they are primarily related to the nutrient reduction 
goals for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Exceeding Federal regulations should require 
General Assembly approval to assure fair and consistent regulation, and Virginia remains in 
compliance with Federal law. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1136 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Sam Rasoul (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Aboveground chemical storage tanks; local ordinance, inspection. 

Abstract:  Aboveground chemical storage tanks. Authorizes localities to adopt an ordinance that makes it 
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unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, or use any aboveground chemical storage tank (ACST) 
having a capacity of 250 gallons or more without obtaining a permit from the local fire official. The 
penalty for violating the ordinance shall not exceed a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill directs the Board 
of Housing and Community Development to adopt regulations requiring that the inspection, repair, 
alteration, or reconstruction of any such ACST comply with API 653 Standard or an appropriate 
equivalent standard for any tank too small to be governed by API 653. 

Status:  House: Left in Counties, Cities and Towns - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Several versions of this bill have been introduced over the last few years 
in response to herbicide and pesticide spills, specifically.  This bill is in direct response to the Tinker 
Creek incident in Roanoke, VA, where 165 gallons of a surfactant additive to herbicides and 
pesticides leaked into Tinker Creek due to a puncture in an AST at a commercial business.  The bill's 
essential function is to create an entirely new regulatory system for all ASTs containing chemical 
substances (including those empty for sale) and delegate these functions to local government: 
"A locality may adopt an ordinance making it unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, or use 
any aboveground chemical storage tank without first obtaining a permit from the local fire official. 
Such an ordinance may also provide that the fire official may revoke a permit if the ACST is an 
imminent threat to the public's health, safety, or welfare. The permit shall be approved contingent 
upon compliance with API 653 Standard or, for an ACST that is smaller than the minimum size 
addressed by API 653, an appropriate equivalent standard."  This bill includes no risk assessment 
methodology for targeting chemical storage or substances.  DEQ stated in a recent report that "EPA 
entered into a consent decree settlement and agreed to initiate rulemaking to address hazardous 
substances under Section 311 of the CWA. The schedule for issuing a notice of proposed rulemaking 
is August 2017. To avoid potential conflicts in regulatory goals, policymakers may want to defer any 
new initiative until after EPA works through the administrative rulemaking process" (DEQ, Chemical 
Storage in the Commonwealth, 2016). The same report went on to say that "The basis for regulation 
will need to carefully consider the lack of scientific knowledge about chemical toxicity...[and] Any 
additional proposed action to address chemical storage including any specific legislation should 
include stakeholders as a part of the development process to assist in the necessity of clearly defined 
regulatory targets, basis for regulation, and type of regulation... [and] Funding would be required..."  
Stakeholders were not consulted on this bill prior to filing. There was inadequate time to dedicate to 
resolving the concerns about this bill.  Stakeholders also needed to know the applicable rulemaking 
benefits of the new Section 311 of the CWA.  The patron is going to facilitate a stakeholder group, 
that would include DEQ, to determine next steps. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1141 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Sam Rasoul (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Interstate natural gas pipeline; Virginia Water Protection Permit, etc., regulations. 

Abstract:  Interstate natural gas pipeline; Virginia Water Protection Permit; regulations. Directs the State Water 
Control Board (the Board), regarding interstate natural gas pipeline projects, to (i) require both a 
Virginia Water Protection Permit and an Individual Water Quality Certification under § 401 of the 
federal Clean Water Act; (ii) review water body crossings, construction through karst terrain, and 
plans for control of erosion, sediment, and stormwater; (iii) prohibit any land-disturbing activity, 
including tree felling, prior to the issuance of a Water Quality Certification; and (iv) require horizontal 
directional drilling for certain crossings of large water bodies. The bill also provides that the Board 
shall not voluntarily waive its authority to require an Individual Water Quality ... 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes: VMA Priority Bill.  This bill is inconsistent with Federal and State law.  It is intended to use 
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environmental regulation as a tool for stalling or stopping the construction of energy infrastructure.   

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1186 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Betsy Carr (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Ground water withdrawal permit; priority for human consumptive use, public supplier. 

Abstract:  Ground water withdrawal permit; priority for human consumptive use; public supplier. Directs the State 
Water Control Board (the Board) to instruct the Department of Environmental Quality (the 
Department) to modify the permitted withdrawal amounts for certain industrial holders of water 
withdrawal permits within the Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management Area (EVGMA). The bill 
establishes several steps for modifying the permitted withdrawal amounts: (i) beginning in 2021, the 
Department shall accept requests for additional withdrawals from existing public water suppliers; (ii) 
beginning in 2022, the Department shall notify each large industrial permit holder that its permit will be 
modified; (iii) beginning in 2023, the Department shall reduce the permitted withdrawal amounts of the 
large ... 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This recommendation is inconsistent with the recommendations of the 
Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management Advisory Commission report.  The VMA was a member. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1206 - Updated (Text, Status 04/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Benjamin Cline (REP-VA) 

Title:  Industrial wastes, discharge of; notice of application. 

Abstract:  State Water Control Board; Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (VPDES); abbreviated 
newspaper notice. Authorizes the newspaper publication, if the permit applicant so elects, of an 
abbreviated public notice of certain Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits, each with 
a link to the full public notice on the website of the Department of Environmental Quality. Current law 
requires the publication of such notice in a newspaper once a week for two successive weeks. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0552) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Amend 
Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The bill was amended to provide for abbreviated content public notices 
as a means of cost savings to VPDES permit applicants. 
 

Number:  VA [R] HB 1234 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Timothy Hugo (REP-VA) 

Title:  Water supplies and water works; replaces defined term ""human consumption"" with ""domestic use."" 

Abstract:  Water supplies and water works; domestic use. Replaces the defined term ""human consumption"" 
with the defined term ""domestic use"" in the context of water supplies and waterworks. 

Status:  House: Left in Appropriations - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Monitor 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. This bill is inconsistent with the recommendations of the Eastern Virginia 
Groundwater Management Advisory Commission.  It could negatively impact economic development. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 139 - Updated (Status 01/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. J. Chapman Petersen (DEM-VA) 
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Title:  Chesapeake Bay Watershed; imposes a tax on plastic bags provided to customers in certain 
localities. 

Abstract:  Plastic bag tax in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Imposes a five-cent per bag tax on plastic bags 
provided to customers by certain retailers in localities located wholly within the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed and directs revenues to be used to support the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Implementation Plan. The bill also allows every retailer that collects the tax to retain one cent of the 
five-cent tax. 

Status:  Senate: Failed to report (defeated) in Finance (4-Y 11-N) - 01/17/2018 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  VMA and VA Retail Federation manage the Recycle VA! coalition that is 
working to improve recycling for beneficial use in industry.  SB218 is the coalition’s bill. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 193 - Updated (Status 01/24/2018) 

Sponsor:  Mamie E. Locke (by request) 

Title:  Plastic shopping bags, disposable; local option to distribute to consumers. 

Abstract:  Disposable plastic shopping bags; local option. Allows any locality by ordinance to prohibit the 
distribution, sale, or offer for sale of disposable plastic shopping bags to consumers. The bill exempts 
from any such prohibition reusable bags of a certain thickness; bags that are used to carry certain 
products, such as ice cream or newspapers; and garbage bags that are sold in multiples. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Local Government (13-Y 0-N) - 01/23/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  VMA and VA Retail Federation manage the Recycle VA! coalition that is 
working to improve recycling for beneficial use in industry.  SB218 is the coalition’s bill. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 367 - Updated (Status 02/02/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Stephen Newman (REP-VA) 

Title:  Stormwater; localities to provide for partial waiver of service charges for management at airports. 

Abstract:  Regulation of stormwater; airports. Allows localities to provide for a partial waiver of service charges 
for stormwater management to airports for that portion of the property that is used for runways and 
taxiways. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Local Government (10-Y 0-N) - 01/30/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority.  Localities should be restricted from cost-shifting the airport costs to industrial 
customers. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 708 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Amanda Chase (REP-VA) 

Title:  Coal combustion residuals unit; DEQ to require closure. 

Abstract:  Coal combustion residuals unit; closure. Directs the Department of Environmental Quality to require 
the closure of any coal combustion residuals (CCR) surface impoundment located in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed. The bill requires that such closure include the removal of all coal combustion 
residuals for disposal in a permitted landfill that meets federal criteria and that the impoundment site 
be reclaimed in a manner consistent with federal mine reclamation standards. The bill allows an 
investor-owned public electric utility to recover the costs of closure from customers. Finally, the bill 
suspends the issuance of any permit to close a CCR surface impoundment in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed between May 1, 2018, and July 1, 2018. 

Status:  Senate: Incorporated by Commerce and Labor (SB807-Surovell) (14-Y 0-N 1-A) - 02/07/2018 
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Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Clean closure mandates in this bill are contrary to EPA and DEQ 
guidance and regulations.  These costs are forecast to exceed $12 billion in Dominion Energy's 
service territory alone.  It would also assure greater environmental exposure and risk for the 
Commonwealth.  Full details on coal ash impoundments are 
at http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/EnvironmentalInformation/CoalAshPermits.aspx. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 767 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Scott Surovell (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Coal ash ponds; flaws in closure plans, delay of permit. 

Abstract:  Coal ash ponds; flaws in closure plans; delay of permit. Authorizes the Director of the Department of 
Environmental Quality (the Director) to delay the issuance of a permit for the closure of a coal ash 
pond if the Department of Environmental Quality determines that the closure plan shows any 
insufficiency or flaw, including a failure to account for the possibility of leakage. The bill authorizes the 
Director to mandate corrective actions and decline to issue the permit until such actions are complied 
with. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Commerce and Labor (15-Y 0-N) - 02/07/2018 

Position:  Monitor 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. Clean closure mandates in this bill are contrary to EPA and DEQ 
guidance and regulations.  These costs are forecast to exceed $12 billion in Dominion Energy's 
service territory alone.  It would also assure greater environmental exposure and risk for the 
Commonwealth.  Full details on coal ash impoundments are 
at http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/EnvironmentalInformation/CoalAshPermits.aspx. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 768 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Scott Surovell (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Electric utilities; recovery of costs associated with closure in place of coal ash facilities. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; recovery of costs associated with closure in place of coal ash facilities. Directs that in 
a biennial review of an investor-owned electric utility by the State Corporation Commission, any costs 
incurred by an investor-owned electric utility that are associated with closure in place of a coal 
combustion residuals landfill or surface impoundment are unreasonable and not prudent. The 
measure prohibits the Commission in such a biennial review from considering any costs associated 
with the closure in place of such a landfill or impoundment to be period costs expensed on a Virginia 
jurisdictional basis. The measure also directs that, for purposes of any rate adjustment clause for 
recovery of environmental costs, costs associated with closure in place of such a landfill or ... 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Commerce and Labor (15-Y 0-N) - 02/07/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Clean closure mandates in this bill are contrary to EPA and DEQ 
guidance and regulations.  These costs are forecast to exceed $12 billion in Dominion Energy's 
service territory alone.  It would also assure greater environmental exposure and risk for the 
Commonwealth.  Full details on coal ash impoundments are 
at http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ConnectWithDEQ/EnvironmentalInformation/CoalAshPermits.aspx. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 807 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Scott Surovell (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Coal combustion residuals and other units; permits, request for proposals. 

Abstract:  Electric utilities; coal combustion residuals units; beneficial use projects. Directs the Director of the 
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Department of Environmental Quality to suspend, delay, or defer the issuance of any permit to provide 
for the closure of any coal combustion residuals (CCRs) surface impoundment or other CCRs unit that 
no longer receives CCRs, located within the Chesapeake Bay watershed, until July 1, 2019. These 
limits do not apply to a permit required for an impoundment where CCRs have already been removed 
and placed in another impoundment on site, are being removed from an impoundment, or are being 
processed in connection with a recycling or beneficial use project. The measure also requires the 
owner or operator of such a CCRs surface impoundment or unit to issue a request for proposals 
(RFP) for ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0632) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Neutral 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The bill is properly amended to require analysis and reporting before 
construction of such beneficiation facilities and does not impede the SCC's authority to regulate 
prudent and reasonable costs. 
 
 

General Government & Product Liability  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 20 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Mark L. Cole (by request) 

Title:  Fair Repair Act; access to diagnostics, tools, services documentation, and firmware, 
penalties. 

Abstract:  Requires the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) of digital electronic equipment to 
make available to independent repair providers or owners of equipment manufactured by 
the OEM the same diagnostic and repair information timely and for no charge, or for the 
same charge and in the same format the OEM makes available to its authorized repair 
providers. OEMs are also required to make available for purchase by the owner or an 
independent repair provider any diagnostic and repair equipment or service parts and tools 
on fair and reasonable terms. The measure does not apply to motor vehicles. A violation is 
a prohibited practice under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.). The 
bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2019. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. Manufacturers have set up their repair structures to ensure that 
devices of all kinds continue to work as they should. Alterations, whether replacing a 
battery, changing diagnostics or code, or attempts to enhance a specific aspect of the 
device can have significant negative impacts not only on the individual device being altered, 
but an entire network .  If an alteration leads to a vulnerability within the device and 
potentially to a broader network of devices, manufacturers should not be held liable for 
actions taken to protect the network.  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 468 - Updated (Status 01/30/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Lee Carter (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Digital devices; deactivation or alteration of embedded software. 

Abstract:  Digital devices; deactivation or alteration of embedded software. Prohibits the original 
equipment manufacturer of a digital device from deactivating embedded software, defined in 
the bill, in the digital device or altering embedded software so as to substantially alter the 
functioning of the digital device as a response to its being repaired by an independent repair 
provider. 
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Status:  House: Passed by indefinitely in Science and Technology (12-Y 9-N) - 01/29/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Manufacturers have set up their repair structures to ensure that 
devices of all kinds continue to work as they should. Alterations, whether replacing a 
battery, changing diagnostics or code, or attempts to enhance a specific aspect of the 
device can have significant negative impacts not only on the individual device being altered, 
but an entire network .  If an alteration leads to a vulnerability within the device and 
potentially to a broader network of devices, manufacturers should not be held liable for 
actions taken to protect the network.  

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 951 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Alfonso Lopez (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Product safety; flame retardants, penalty. 

Abstract:  Product safety; flame retardants; regulations; fund; civil penalty. Prohibits the manufacture 
or sale in the Commonwealth, beginning July 1, 2019, of upholstered furniture intended for 
residential use or any product that is intended to come into close contact with a person 
younger than 12 years of age if such upholstered furniture or product contains any flame-
retardant chemical listed in the bill. The bill requires the manufacturer of any prohibited 
product to notify sellers of the prohibition by March 31, 2019 and requires a manufacturer to 
recall by that date any products that it has sold in violation of the prohibition. Casual or 
isolated sales of previously owned products containing the listed chemicals are exempted 
from the prohibition. The bill subjects any manufacturer in the ... 

Status:  House: Left in Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The bill bans the manufacturing and sale of flame retardant 
chemicals and products without a corresponding national toxics standard from the EPA or 
Consumer Products Safety Council.  The bill is a model NCEL bill being advocated for by 
the fire fighters union - https://www.ncel.net/flame-retardants/.  Opponents have indicated 
this is a national effort to create a patchwork of regulations that will create a cause of action 
in workers compensation cases. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 973 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Elizabeth Guzman (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Employees; paid medical and family leave, civil penalties. 

Abstract:  Paid medical and family leave for employees; civil penalties. Requires employers with 15 or 
more full-time employees to give to each such employee 40 hours of paid medical and 
family leave per year. The bill would require an employer to pay the employee for leave 
taken, up to the balance of the employee's paid leave balance, for a purpose for which the 
employee would be entitled to unpaid leave under the federal Family and Medical Leave 
Act. The measure does not require employers to compensate employees for unused 
medical and family leave upon termination of employment. The measure requires the 
Commissioner of Labor and Industry to administer and enforce these requirements and to 
investigate alleged violations of these requirements. The measure authorizes the 
Commissioner to impose a civil penalty. 

Status:  House: Left in Commerce and Labor - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This is an unaffordable regulatory burden on all business, but 
particularly small business. 
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Number:  VA [R] HB 1087 - Updated (Text, Status 04/18/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Jennifer Boysko (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Animal research; alternative test methods, civil penalty. 

Abstract:  Animal research; alternative test methods; civil penalty. Requires a manufacturer or contract 
testing facility to use an alternative test method when available. An alternative test method 
is defined as one which (i) provides information of equivalent or better scientific quality and 
relevance than animal test methods, (ii) has been identified by a validation body and 
adopted by the relevant federal agency or program within an agency responsible for 
regulating the specific product or activity for which the test is being conducted, and (iii) does 
not use animals, or, when there is no test method available that does not use animals, uses 
the fewest animals possible and reduces the level of suffering or stress, to the greatest 
extent possible, of an animal used for testing. Such provision does ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0672) - 03/30/2018 

Position:  Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  FDA regulated facilities utilizing approved animal test methods 
were exempted. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1592 - Updated (Status 02/16/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Dave LaRock (REP-VA) 

Title:  Internet capabilities; prohibited sale of products, obscene content blocking capability. 

Abstract:  Prohibited sale of products with Internet capabilities; obscene content blocking capability. 
Prohibits the distribution or sale of any product that makes content accessible on the 
Internet unless such product possesses an operating digital content blocking capability that 
renders obscene content inaccessible. Alternatively, the bill provides that such person may 
distribute or sell such products without the digital content blocking capability if he pays a fee 
of $20 for each product sold or distributed. The bill provides that the purchaser or recipient 
of such product may have the digital content blocking capability disabled upon making a 
written request, presenting proof of his majority, acknowledging the potential danger of 
disabling the capability, and paying a digital access fee of $20. ... 

Status:  House: Left in Courts of Justice - 02/15/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  Literally every product that connects to the internet would have 
to be re-engineered with this capability for the Virginia market alone.  Further, every citizen 
is already equipped to block this offending content. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 736 - Updated (Text, Status 01/23/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Barbara Favola (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Paid family leave program; establishment of program. 

Abstract:  Paid family leave program. Establishes a program under which certain employees of 
employers with 50 or more employees will be eligible for paid family leave for days they take 
leave from work to provide qualified caregiving, which is defined in the bill as an activity for 
a reason for which an employee would be entitled to leave under the federal Family and 
Medical Leave Act. The amount of qualified caregiving days for which an eligible employee 
may receive paid family leave benefits is capped at 30 days in any year. Applications for 
benefits will be administered by the Virginia Employment Commission (VEC). The VEC is 
directed to adopt regulations within 280 days to establish (i) rates of payroll taxes to be paid 
by employers and employees to fund the program and (ii) the wage replacement ... 
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Status:  Senate: Stricken at request of Patron in Commerce and Labor (11-Y 0-N) - 01/22/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. This is an unaffordable regulatory burden on all business, but 
particularly small business.  It is estimated to cost $14 million and 125 FTEs in new 
government costs and $564.2 million in new businesses taxes to fully fund. 

  

Number:  VA [R] SB 755 - Updated (Text, Status 04/26/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Glen Sturtevant (REP-VA) 

Title:  Pension de-risking; transfer of retirement annuity contracts, subject to approval of 
Commissioner. 

Abstract:  Pension de-risking; annuities. Limits the subsequent transfers of group annuity contracts 
that are purchased to fund retirement benefits pursuant to a pension de-risking transfer. The 
measure requires that a transfer to an insurer that does not have a rating equivalent of A or 
better from two or more nationally recognized rating agencies requires the prior written 
approval of the State Corporation Commission. Such approval shall not be granted unless 
which approval shall not be granted unless the assuming insurer meets the requirements of 
Virginia Code § 38.2-1024. The measure also provides that amounts payable to a 
participant of or beneficiary under such an annuity contract are exempt from the claims of 
creditors of the participant or beneficiary, subject to certain exceptions and ... 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0847) - 04/18/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. Overly burdensome regulation on a normal method of 
protecting pension beneficiaries and sponsors from long-term risk. 
 

  

Health Insurance  

 
Number:  VA [R] SB 935 - Updated (Text, Status 05/19/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Siobhan Dunnavant (REP-VA) 

Title:  Group health benefit plans; bona fide associations.  

Abstract:  Group health benefit plans; bona fide associations. Replaces references to "bona fide 
association," as used in provisions applicable to health care plans in the small employer 
market, with the term "sponsoring association." The measure defines "sponsoring 
association" as a nonstock corporation that, among other conditions, has been actively in 
existence for 10 years, has at least five members, has been formed for purposes other than 
obtaining or providing health benefits, and operates as a nonprofit entity. 

Status:  Governor: Vetoed by Governor - 05/18/2018 

Position:  Support 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This is now Federal law.  The Governor’s veto is inexplicable 
and contrary to national trends as well as Federal Law (see President Trump Executive 
Order 13813 or new Association Health Plan rule published on the Federal Register, 83 FR 
28912, page 28912). 
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Number:  VA [R] HB 302 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Vivian Watts (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Counties, certain; granted powers of cities and towns. 

Abstract:  Additional powers of certain counties. Grants counties with a population greater than 
100,000 certain powers of cities and towns, including taxation, borrowing, and payments for 
highway maintenance. Currently, such powers are generally granted to cities and towns 
only. 

Status:  House: Left in Counties, Cities and Towns - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes: VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The VMA opposes all new local tax authority until 
comprehensive tax reform is addressed and the machinery and tools tax is eliminated. 

  

Number:  VA [R] HB 1338 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Jeff Campbell (REP-VA) 

Title:  Cigarettes tax; counties authorized to hold referendum. 

Abstract:  Cigarette tax; counties authorized to hold referendum. Authorizes the board of supervisors 
of any county to levy a tax on the sale or use of cigarettes if approved in a referendum. If 
approved, the tax shall not exceed five cents ($0.05) or the amount levied under state law, 
whichever is greater. 

Status:  House: Left in Finance - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The VMA opposes single industry or product taxes. 

 
Number:  VA [R] HB 1557 - Updated (Status 02/08/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. Todd Pillion (REP-VA) 

Title:  Intangible personal property; personal property used in manufacturing. 

Abstract:  Intangible personal property; personal property used in manufacturing. Clarifies that 
personal property used directly in manufacturing in the locality in which the tax is assessed 
is classified as intangible personal property. Current law does not require that the property 
be used directly in manufacturing in order to be considered intangible, nor does it require 
that the property be in the locality in which manufacturing actually occurs. 

Status:  House: Continued to 2019 in Finance by voice vote - 02/07/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill will allow local government to tax a 
manufacturers furniture, fixtures, office equipment and computer equipment.  The 
proponents recruited a manufacturer to put its data center in its jurisdiction and now want to 
tax it because they claim, although it is a manufacturer, its specific operation in that 
jurisdiction is not manufacturing.  The impact of this bill is estimated to be over $20 million 
annually on Virginia manufacturers and reverse decades of stable tax law.  Same as 
SB879. 

  
 

Taxation  
 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a4f1b85922d
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a4f1b85922d&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a80213082
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a80213082&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a62e2987455
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a62e2987455&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Number:  VA [R] SB 510 - Updated (Text 03/09/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Charles Carrico (REP-VA) 

Title:  Cigarette tax; counties authorized to hold referendum. 

Abstract:  Cigarette tax; counties authorized to hold referendum. Authorizes the board of supervisors 
of any county to levy a tax on the sale or use of cigarettes if approved in a referendum. If 
approved, the tax shall not exceed five cents ($0.05) or the amount levied under state law, 
whichever is greater. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Finance (14-Y 1-N) - 01/17/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. The VMA opposes single industry or product taxes. 
 

Number:  VA [R] SB 879 - Updated (Status 02/01/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Benton Chafin (REP-VA) 

Title:  Intangible personal property; personal property used in manufacturing. 

Abstract:  Intangible personal property; personal property used in manufacturing. Clarifies that 
personal property used directly in manufacturing in the locality in which the tax is assessed 
is classified as intangible personal property. Current law does not require that the property 
be used directly in manufacturing in order to be considered intangible, nor does it require 
that the property be in the locality in which manufacturing actually occurs. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Finance (14-Y 0-N) - 01/30/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  This bill will allow local government to tax a manufacturers 
furniture, fixtures, office equipment and computer equipment.  The proponents recruited a 
manufacturer to put its data center in its jurisdiction and now want to tax it because they 
claim, although it is a manufacturer, its specific operation in that jurisdiction is not 
manufacturing.  The impact of this bill is estimated to be over $20 million annually on 
Virginia manufacturers and reverse decades of stable tax law.  Same as HB1557. 

 
Number:  VA [R] SB 561 - Updated (Status 02/02/2018) 

Sponsor:  Sen. Mark Obenshain (REP-VA) 

Title:  Interstate 81; pilot program for right lane restrictions for tractor trucks. 

Abstract:  Right lane restrictions for tractor trucks on Interstate 81; pilot program. Directs the Department of 
Transportation to conduct a pilot program establishing zones on Interstate 81 where tractor trucks would 
be required to travel in the right lane only. The bill establishes requirements for any such designated 
zone. 

Status:  Senate: Continued to 2019 in Transportation (13-Y 0-N) - 01/31/2018 

Position:  Oppose 
Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill. Certain climbing lanes are already restricted. 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation  
 
 
 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a807b169
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a807b169&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6190f7e710
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a6190f7e710&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a80e170f
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a59a80e170f&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Number:  VA [R] SB 971 - Updated (Text, Status 04/19/2018) 

Sponsor  Sen. Mark Obenshain (REP-VA) 

Title:  Interstate 81 Corridor Improvement Plan; Commonwealth Transportation Board to develop.  

Abstract:  Interstate 81 Corridor Improvement Plan. Directs the Commonwealth Transportation Board to develop 
and adopt an Interstate 81 Corridor Improvement plan and evaluate financing options for Interstate 81 
corridor improvements. 

Status:  Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0743) - 04/04/2018 

Position:  Oppose 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  VMA has opposed truck only tolling on I-81 since 2002. The last truck-only 
toll initiative in Virginia was STAR Solutions (2002-2007) and the toll was projected to be 27.4 cents per 
mile.  Tolling trucks is regressive and would harm manufacturing competitiveness. This is a Northam 
Administration bill.  The VMA and Virginia Trucking Association worked collaboratively to get a House 
amendment to the bill (offered by Delegate Tony Wilt) requiring an assessment of the economic impact 
on manufacturing, agricultural and logistics industries using the I-81 corridor. 

 
Number: VA [R] HB 471 - Updated (Status 02/14/2018) 

Sponsor:  Del. David Reid (DEM-VA) 

Title:  Small businesses, new; state and local tax and regulatory exemptions.  

Abstract:  State and local tax and regulatory exemptions for new small businesses. Exempts new small 
businesses from (i) payment of unemployment, sales and use, and local license taxes and (ii) 
certain registration and reporting requirements with the State Corporation Commission. The 
bill defines an eligible business as any business that has its principal place of business in the 
Commonwealth, has not been in existence for more than five years, and has fewer than six 
employees or has paid less than $5,000 for the purchase or lease of business personal 
property, including machinery and tools and merchants' capital, since its inception. 

Status:  House: Left in Finance - 02/13/2018 

Position:  Amend 

Notes:  VMA Defensive Priority Bill.  The Unemployment Insurance program is entirely employer 
funded.  No company should be able to shift their costs to other employers. 

  

        

Unemployment Insurance  
 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a68287c735
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a68287c735&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f213
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a54619f213&rtype=status&sid=4eea350e3bb
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Summary 

The 2018 Virginia General Assembly session was the most challenging in the last decade despite the VMA’s 

96% success rate with priority bills and 91% success rate with defensive priority bills.  The 2017 elections 

had a profound effect on public policy priorities due to the one seat Republican majorities in both the Senate 

and the House. The VMA depends upon legislators to support public policies that assure Virginia is 

globally competitive, not just as good as its border states. The VMA also prides itself on fiscal restraint 

and prioritizes public policies that enable the private sector to grow without expanding state government 

to do so. This has become exceedingly difficult in recent years due to shifting budget priorities and the 

Commonwealth’s economic diversification challenges.  This summary section is intended to highlight a 

few key issues and bills as well as add some commentary about their impact on the Commonwealth’s 

manufacturing competitiveness. 

 

The VMA 2018 Legislative Agenda continued to focus on the following six (6) core public policy priorities: 

• Close the Skills and Career Planning Gaps by 2020 

• Stop Taxing Technology 

• Expand MFG Exports 50% by 2025 and Restructure Economic Development 

• Keep Energy Costs Affordable & Reliable 

• Invest in Productive Infrastructure 

• Maintain Regulatory Balance 

Although the VMA managed and monitored 374 total bills this legislative session, the bills that required 

the greatest investment of time and resources were SB966 & HB1558 – Electric Utility Regulation.  The 

VMA’s Board of Directors, Energy Resources Committee, and Government Affairs Council began 

discussions on these bills in October 2017.  The VMA also formed a technical advisory committee to 

assist with evaluations and negotiations with stakeholders.  Ultimately, the VMA’s active participation in 

the Governor’s working group and its own direct negotiations with stakeholders literally resulted in billions 

in cost avoidance, millions in refunds and incentives, a new method of funding electric utility grid 

modernization and renewable energy projects over the next 10 years, and a renewed focus on electricity 

reliability and cost competitiveness by ratepayer class. 
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Closing the industry skills and career planning gaps by 2020 continues to be a primary driver of the VMA’s 

Legislative Agenda.  Over the last eight years, the VMA has helped develop the Virginia Board of 

Workforce Development (VBWD) and reform its statutory authority to align the disparate programs and 

nearly $341 million in funding sources to maximize credential attainment and build an employer-centric 

system focused on outcomes.  Several bills this session dealt directly with the VBWD (see studies below).   

In 2015, the VMA helped create a $1 million pilot project fund for industry credential attainment through 

the Virginia Community College System (VCCS) to serve as a catalyst in aligning higher education 

funding for industry credential scholarships, faculty and sustainable technology. In 2016 we were 

successful in creating the New Economy Workforce Industry Credential Assistance Training grant (HB66) 

known as the “Workforce Credential Grant-WCG”. The WCG covers 2/3 of the training and certification 

costs up to $3,000 per industry-recognized credential with a $12.5 million initial fund. It is the most 

aggressive pay-for-performance industry credential training program of its kind in the U.S. The VBWD 

plays a central role in regulating this workforce training program.  We were also successful in our efforts 

with leaders such as Delegate Kathy Byron, the Virginia Community College System, the House 

Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee to secure $19 million for the WCG.  We 

expect these funds to produce 7,000 new industry-recognized certificated workers across the 

Commonwealth.  This will fund the workforce demand for one-year in the manufacturing sector alone. 

The VMA was also successful in preserving the Worker Retraining Tax Credit thanks to the leadership of 

Delegate David Yancey.  This tax credit was unfortunately cut by 50% due to lack of use, however, the 

VMA and Delegate Yancey reformed the credit to allow for manufacturers to provide experiential 

programming for high-school students and receive a tax credit for some of their expenses.  We project 

that these funds will provide for 500 technology camps, academies and experiential opportunities 

statewide over the next 24 months. 

The VMA continues to work toward comprehensive tax reform.  This session the organization was 

successful with (HJ98), thanks to Delegate Kathy Byron, that directs the Virginia Department of Taxation 

to study and make recommendations by December 1, 2019, on the appeals process for valuation of real 

and personal property of businesses.  This is part of our continued effort to require local governments to 

state in fact and law their decisions regarding disputes regarding bona fide independent appraisals that 

value tangible personal property. The goal of this legislation is to make Virginia more competitive by 

reducing the expensive and combative Circuit Court cases that are inevitable without an effective market 

valuation and administrative appeals process.  Just as a reminder, the VMA had a bill last session 

(HB2104) that passed the House Finance Committee (17-5), however, on the second reading on the 

House floor, it was re-referred to the House Appropriations Committee where it was never heard again.  

As a result, VMA members continue to be forced to Circuit Court to seek tax fairness until this issue is 

resolved.   

Although the tax report is positive and we have been successful in our tax modernization efforts, Virginia 

has no ability to conduct dynamic revenue analysis of major tax or other policy proposals. So, all 

legislative tax reform proposals, for example, are only scored as costing state or local government without 

any corresponding benefit to revenues. This is a barrier to wholesale tax reform where costs can be 

http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/VMA-2018-Legislative-Agenda.pdf
http://www.remi.com/products/pi
http://www.remi.com/products/pi
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modeled for their benefits (short and long-term) to the new Virginia economy. As such, the General 

Assembly must require the Virginia Department of Taxation to generate dynamic economic impact 

assessments for key economic development and tax legislation proposals. 

The VMA experienced a setback with its legislative initiative to reform and align economic development 

programs (just as the VMA has done with Virginia’s workforce development system) with the goal of 

increasing business formation, expanding international trade and substantially improving existing industry 

expansion. The Virginia International Trade Corporation (VITC), a VMA priority that was codified in 2016, 

was not funded again.  Further, the International Trade Committee of the Virginia Economic Development 

Partnership was reduced from advising the VEDP Board on “all matters relating to international trade and 

trade promotion and shall make such recommendations as it may deem desirable” to making 

recommendations as it may deem desirable “upon request of the [VEDP] Board.”  The House 

Appropriations Committee and a few VEDP Board members continue to successfully block the 

implementation of the VITC.  The VMA Board of Directors and VMA Commerce Committee continue to 

collaborate with peer organizations and international trade leaders on interim strategies that can elevate 

international trade services to parity with traditional business attraction services. 

Virginia has an anemic small business and entrepreneurship focus and is still firmly committed to 

traditional economic development strategies (e.g., mega-sites, incentives, grants).  Yet, southern states 

such as North Carolina and Texas, as well as even high cost states such as New York and Michigan, 

have made fundamental changes to their economies to become more competitive for manufacturing 

investments and jobs.  The VMA has now published “A Vision for a More Competitive Virginia 

Manufacturing Sector” that contains the “Virginia Manufacturing Competitiveness Index (VA MFG 

Competitiveness Index).” The VA MFG Competitiveness Index contains 52 metrics in five areas of 

competitiveness (Business Climate, Workforce, Infrastructure, Innovation and Economic Strength) and 

compares these data for all 50 states with a relative ranking.  It is the VMA’s goal to work with the 

Governor, General Assembly and economic development agencies to create a long-term sector strategy 

to improve Virginia’s manufacturing competitiveness. 

The VMA managed and monitored 60 environmental and 82 energy bills this session.  These issues are 

increasingly connected as NGOs have become more sophisticated in using environmental regulations to 

control energy markets.  These policy areas have seen a massive increase in activity and demonstrate 

that the Virginia legislative tradition of resisting environmental regulation more restrictive than Federal 

law is under siege. Many of this year’s bills were motivated by the National Caucus of Environmental 

Legislators (NCEL) priorities and formed with support from the USC Digital Environmental Legislative 

http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/VA-Manufacturing-Competitiveness-Plan-Final-Version-2017.pdf
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/VA-Manufacturing-Competitiveness-Plan-Final-Version-2017.pdf
https://www.ncel.net/issues/
https://www.ncel.net/issues/
http://envirolaws.org/
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Handbook.  The VMA spends a great deal of its legislative efforts on balancing competing regulatory 

interests because industrial issues are complicated and generate passionate positions at both ends of 

the political spectrum.  Regardless, a highlight of the year was legislation to reform Virginia’s recycling 

regulations to improve recycling for beneficial use in industry, reduce the impact of litter and improve 

public education about recycling/reuse for beneficial use.  The VMA’s Recycle VA! Coalition, with the 

Virginia Retail Federation and other key stakeholders, and the leadership of Senator Lynwood Lewis, 

was successful in forging new relationships with key legislators and demonstrated that sustainable 

environmental policies require a foundation built upon the principles of environmental, societal and 

economic balance.   

Other successes involved a series of bills in cooperation with the Virginia Association of Municipal 

Wastewater Agencies (VAMWA) involving deferring ammonia standards, reforming MS4 stormwater 

regulations, reforming and extending groundwater withdrawal permits, and reforming project 

qualifications for the Water Quality Improvement Fund (WQIF).  Other challenges involved the Northam 

Administration’s veto of Delegate Charles Poindexter’s legislation (HB1270) requiring legislative approval 

of any carbon cap and trade regulation or Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) participation.  

RGGI alone is estimated to cost $66-$170 million in new taxes on Virginia electricity.  This issue will now 

likely require resolution in the courts. 

This session had some unique freight transportation issues.  We advocated against I-81 corridor truck-

only tolling as well as for increasing truck weights to 91,000 lbs.  The I-81 truck-only tolling proposal was an 

issue we have not dealt with in 14 years since the STAR 

Solutions proposal to convert I-81 to a 27.4 cent per mile truck-

only toll facility.  Further, Delegate Tony Wilt’s amendment to the 

I-81 truck-only tolling study legislation requiring an economic 

impact assessment of tolling on manufacturing was masterful.  

Ultimately, the resolution to both issues was not entirely satisfying 

to anyone but these issues will continue to be studied by the 

General Assembly and Commonwealth Transportation Board.  In 

both cases, it will require the VMA Transportation Committee’s 

active participation and coordination with the Virginia Trucking Association over the next few years. 

Another way the VMA will help assure Virginia’s business competitiveness is through its ongoing 

involvement in studies and projects with government agencies.  This will include the following over the 

coming months: 

1. Innovative Transportation Technology & I-81 Corridor – Commonwealth Transportation 

Board (CTB) 

Purpose:  Explore industrial transportation needs and innovative technologies that could improve 

freight movement and safety in the Commonwealth, particularly the I-81 corridor, such as 91,000 

lb. six-axle trailers.  Refocus the Northam Administration and CTB on funding mechanisms other 

than truck-only tolling. 

 

http://envirolaws.org/
http://www.ctb.virginia.gov/projects/major_projects/i-81_study.asp
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2. Administrative Appeal for Business Property with an Independent Appraisal – Virginia 

Department of Taxation (TAX) 

Purpose:  Develop consensus on an administrative appeals process for disputes involving 

business property where an independent appraisal has been completed. 

3. Recycling for Beneficial Use – VA DEQ/VMA-Recycle VA! 

Purpose:  Evaluate and recommend amendment to local government solid waste recycling goals. 

4. Chemical Aboveground Storage Tank – Senator Sam Rasoul 

Purpose: Respond to requests for methodology and identification of toxic chemicals stored as well 

as effective storage regulation near sources of drinking water.  

5. Workforce Image, Underemployed, Youth Employment and Academic & Career Plans - 

Virginia Board of Workforce Development (VBWD) & VA Board of Education (VBOE) 

Purpose: Participate in four studies in cooperation with these Boards.  One will identify the 

demographic profile of those able-bodied citizens 18-62 that are not currently participating in the 

labor force.  A second will involve developing strategies and tactics to eliminate the stigma of 

Career and Technical Education and STEM programs in K-12.  The third will involve reforming the 

Academic and Career Plan tools used in K-12 institutions. The final study will involve reforming the 

skills and employability outcomes of out-of-school youth 16-24 that participate in Federal Title 1 

Youth Programs. 

6. Groundwater Human Consumption Working Group - VDEQ 

Purpose: Participate in a working group to develop options for prioritizing human consumptive 

water use through the groundwater withdrawal permit process. 

7. Executive Order 6 – Secretary of Natural Resources 

Purpose: Participate in a working group to perform a comprehensive review of DEQ’s permitting, 

monitoring and enforcement activities across all program areas and provide a full report to the 

Governor by April 30, 2019, with interim reporting milestones. In addition, DEQ is required to 

ensure that any proposed federal actions do not affect the agency’s existing authority to protection 

public health, drinking water supplies and the environment. 

8. Virginia Energy Plan – Secretary of Commerce & Trade 

Purpose: Participate in a stakeholder process that will update the 2018 Virginia Energy Plan that 

will provide a strategic vision for the energy policy of the Commonwealth over the next 10 years. 

This plan is being developed in accordance with Chapter 2 of Title 67 of the Code of Virginia. Per 

the statute, the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy is tasked with submitting the Plan to 

the Governor, the State Corporation Commission and the General Assembly by October 1, 2018. 

 

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/AboutUs/ExecutiveOrder6.aspx
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/de/VirginiaEnergyPlan.shtml
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Of course, the major issue of this session was Medicaid expansion.  The issue forced the General 

Assembly into a Special Session due to the budget implications.  Although this was not a VMA issue, it 

will have an impact on Virginia industry because the 2018 Appropriation Act imposes two “provider 

assessments on net patient revenue of private acute hospitals” to cover the actual costs of Medicaid 

Expansion.  This is a purposeful redirect to avoid calling it a $575 million tax (3.3% on Net Patient 

Revenue at private acute hospitals only).  Opponents claim that because these hospitals will also get 

rate enhancements to increase inpatient and outpatient hospital rates to 100% of costs on average, they 

will just pass all these new costs and taxes along to patients (and their employers).  Essentially, patients 

with private insurance are likely to pay for these new taxes in higher costs of service at these hospitals.  

Proponents claim that the tax increase was necessary so that free health insurance could be expanded 

to 400,000 able-bodied low-income Virginians and, due to the new Federal funds that will now be flowing 

to the Treasury, the “net effect” to the Commonwealth will be positive. Time will only tell which group is 

correct, but wouldn’t it be nice if the Federal government and the Commonwealth would mandate that 

the Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) on all our products was guaranteed?  For a detailed 

evaluation of this issue, go to the Thomas Jefferson Institute’s latest article. 

The more significant lesson from this session is the willingness of the General Assembly, particularly the 

House of Delegates, to legislate through the budget. Whether it’s using the budget to stall the 

implementation of the Virginia International Trade Corporation or the levying of a 3.3% tax on net patient 

revenue at private acute hospitals, the use of the budget process to legislate is troubling.  Whether one 

is a beneficiary or not of this process, it gives Virginia’s manufacturers pause because this use of power 

could easily be directed at any sector of the economy to accomplish the political goals of any majority 

party if there is no threat of Gubernatorial veto.  In other words, if the proponents of Medicaid are wrong 

and Federal and State revenue are inadequate to keep up with the program costs, will the majority party 

use the same budget process to levy a similar “assessment” on another sector of the economy to pay for 

the costs? 

In closing, last year’s House of Delegates and Gubernatorial elections had a demonstrable effect on the 

legislature.  It has required a shift in the VMA’s legislative strategy to increase our outreach to new 

members and educate them about the needs and rewards of a robust manufacturing sector. We must 

paint a picture of prosperity through competitiveness and economic diversification.  We also must be 

determined in our pursuit of bipartisanship and balance. Over the next 18 months, VMA members will be 

asked to host “open houses” for legislators to expand our network of manufacturing champions.  Help us 

assure that Manufacturing Makes Virginia by joining a committee or volunteering to host an “open house” 

today! 

  

https://www.thomasjeffersoninst.org/files/3/MWT_Medicaidriskier2018.pdf
http://www.vamanufacturers.com/vma-committees/
http://www.mfgday.com/user/register
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Virginia Legislative Competitiveness Scorecard 

Transparency is essential to understanding the actions of legislators.  Improving Virginia’s 
competitiveness is essential to the continued growth of the MFG sector.  The Virginia 
Legislative Competitiveness Scorecard will better inform members what percentage of the time 
each legislator votes with the VMA.  This should help members distinguish between the actions 
and words of the Virginia General Assembly. 

Scoring Methodology.  88 VMA Priority and Defensive Priority bills were scored out of the 374 bills managed 
and monitored this session.  Legislators were given credit for voting for the VMA position and penalized for voting 
against it. Some votes were not counted because there was no meaningful vote on the bill. However, the patrons 
of those bills were usually given credits or penalties for introducing those bills.  No votes were weighted. All 
legislators scoring 80% or better will be honored with the VMAPAC Manufacturing Competitiveness Certificate.  
The top 2+ scoring Senators and Delegates will be honored with the VMAPAC Industrial Strength Leadership 
Award to recognize their exemplary commitment to Virginia manufacturing competitiveness.  The VMA also 
recognizes the Virginia Public Access Project (VPAP) for its technical assistance in developing this scorecard.  
For more information on VPAP, go to www.vpap.org.   

 

DELEGATE VOTE SCORE  SENATOR VOTE SCORE  

Adams 69%  Barker 77%  

Adams 87%  Black 68%  

Aird 84%  Carrico 83%  

Austin 88%  Chafin 77%  

Ayala 77%  Chase 64%  

Bagby 81%  Cosgrove 76%  

J. Bell 84%  Dance 70%  

D. Bell 87%  Deeds 70%  

R. Bell 90%  DeSteph 80%  

Bloxom 83%  Dunnavant 83%  

Bourne 69%  Ebbin 69%  

Boysko 77%  Edwards 76%  

Brewer 91%  Favola 77%  

Bulova 72%  Hanger 83%  

Byron 93%  Howell 74%  

Campbell 87%  Lewis 79%  

Carr 77%  Locke 74%  

Carroll Foy 71%  Lucas 72%  

Carter 74%  Marsden 79%  

Cline 86%  Mason 79%  

Cole 81%  McClellan 76%  

Collins 87%  McDougle 74%  

Convirs-Fowler 81%  McPike 79%  

Cox 90%  Newman 76%  

Davis 93%  Norment 86%  

Delaney 81%  Obenshain 75%  

http://www.vpap.org/
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Edmunds 85%  Peake 79%  

Fariss 91%  Petersen 69%  

Filler-Corn 77%  Reeves 82%  

Fowler 88%  Ruff 84%  

Freitas 88%  Saslaw 72%  

Garrett 90%  Spruill 76%  

Gilbert 93%  Stanley 75%  

Gooditis 69%  Stuart 71%  

Guzman 71%  Sturtevant 75%  

Habeeb 92%  Suetterlein 82%  

Hayes 83%  Surovell 68%  

Head 90%  Vogel 77%  

Helsel 81%  Wagner 78%  

Heretick 65%  Wexton 79%  

Herring 76%     

Hodges 90%     

Hope 83%     

Hugo 82%     

Hurst 75%     

Ingram 90%     

James 78%     

J. Jones 83%     

C. Jones 90%     

Keam 65%     

Kilgore 91%     

Knight 86%     

Kory 53%     

Krizek 83%     

Landes 82%     

LaRock 84%     

Leftwich 90%     

Levine 81%     

Lindsey 82%     

Lopez 64%     

Marshall 90%     

McGuire 90%     

McQuinn 83%     

Miyares 90%     

Morefield 90%     

Mullin 78%     

Murphy 81%     

O'Quinn 93%     

Orrock 90%     

Peace 88%     

Pillion 85%     
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Plum 69%     

Pogge 84%     

Poindexter 82%     

Price 83%     

Ransone 91%     

Rasoul 67%     

Reid 81%     

Robinson 90%     

Rodman 68%     

Roem 74%     

Rush 87%     

Sickles 86%     

Simon 76%     

Stolle 90%     

Sullivan 64%     

Thomas 84%     

Torian 81%     

Toscano 79%     

Tran 75%     

Turpin 75%     

Tyler 83%     

VanValkenburg 83%     

Ward 66%     

Ware 86%     

Watts 78%     

Webert 87%     

Wilt 86%     

Wright 85%     

Yancey 90%     

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

To contribute to the VMA’s Virginia Manufacturing Competitiveness Plan© or participate in its 

government affairs program, go to http://www.vamanufacturers.com/advocacy/resolutions- public-

policies/ or contact Member Services at thefuture@vamanufacturers.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 1922, the VMA has exclusively 

served as Industry’s Advocate™ and our 

mission is to create the best business 

environment in the United States for 

world-class advanced technology 

businesses to manufacture and 

headquarter their companies for 

maximum productivity and profitability. 
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